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Unit 1 Instructions
Time Commitment
This unit includes 7 days of lessons. It should take about thirty minutes for each 
social studies lesson. 

This resource includes a Google Slides presentation. The presentation can easily 
be converted to PowerPoint. This presentation is meant to be used as a whole 
class presentation, rather than a student activity. 

Click here to access 
the Google Slides 

Presentation. 
Please Note: This 

presentation should 
be used in “Present” 

mode. 
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Unit 1: Limited Resources
Preparation:
• Print the vocabulary cards, student books, and worksheets before beginning. Each student 

will need their own copy of the book and worksheets. 
• Prepare your technology for the presentation.

Day 1:
Tell students that this unit is about limited resources. We will be learning about what needs and 
wants are, what resources are and how they can be limited, and why we must make choices if 
resources we need or want are limited. Show students the vocabulary cards to introduce key 
vocabulary words. Distribute the K.W.L. chart. Have students share what they know about 
limited resources. Discuss what students are wondering or want to know. Tell students that, at 
the end of this lesson, they will fill in what they learned. 

Day 2:
Distribute the Limited Resources book. Tell students that you will be going through a 
presentation together and along the way, they will find clues to fill in their books. 

Begin the presentation. Review the key vocabulary and review through slide 6 (Need or Want?). 
While you go through the presentation, students should fill in their books. Give them time to 
color the pictures, as well. 

Day 3: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 7-9 (Needs and Wants At School & I 
Can Spot Need and Wants). 

Day 4: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 10-13 (Money Is A Resource). 

Day 5: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 14-17 (Scarcity). 

Day 6: Complete the vocabulary sort as a review. Introduce the career spotlight: bank teller. 
Have students read the text and reflect on how bank tellers help protect our money.

Day 7: Give students the lesson quiz. Finally, work as a class to fill in the “L” portion of the 
K.W.L. 
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Vocabulary

Need Want

ScarcityResource
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KWL: Limited Resources
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Before beginning this unit, discuss what you already know about this topic. What 
do you hope to learn? At the end of the unit, fill in what you learned. Was your 
prior knowledge correct? 

K.
What do you know about the 
meaning of limited resources?

W.
What do you want to learn 
about limited resources?

L.
What did you learn about limited 

resources in this unit?
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How to Print Booklet

Under the print menu, select the pages you would 
like to print. Check the “booklet” option. If you 
prefer, you can also print “Multiple” and print 4 
pages per page. Select if you would like to print 
double or single-sided. 
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Limited

By: 
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What Are Needs?

Humans are ___________ th ings .  
We have specif ic _________ that 
must be met in order to l ive a 
healthy _______ .  Write the four 

basic needs below.

1  _________ 2 ________ 
3 _________ 4 _________
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What Are Wants?

Wants are _______ required for 
______________ .  Wants are avai lab le 

to make ________ en joyable .  
Give two examples below.

1  ____________     2 ___________ 
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Resources

There are many ____________ in  
our env ironment that can be used 

to fu lf i l l  our ________ and 
_________ .  Some of these 

resources are ________ as they 
are .  Some resources are used to 

__________ someth ing e lse .
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Vocabulary Sort
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Match the vocabulary words to the definitions. 

s o m e t h i n g  
n e c e s s a r y  

fo r  
s u r v i v a l  

m a t e r i a l s  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  

y o u r  
e n v i r o n m e n t  

t h a t  h e l p  
fu l f i l l  y o u r  
n e e d s  a n d  

w a n t s

s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  

s a t i s f i e s  
a  d e s i r e

Write a paragraph summarizing this unit. 
Use each of the vocabulary words. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

c o n d i t i o n  
w h e n  

s o m e t h i n g  
i s  i n  s h o r t  

s u p p l y
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Read Along: Sam and the Lucky Money
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Listen to the story and answer the questions.

1. Before going shopping, what does Sam plan to buy with this money? Is that a 
want or a need?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

2. Give an example of a need that was described in the story.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

3. Give an example of scarcity that was described in the story.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

4. What choice did Sam make about spending his money? Do you agree with his 

choice? Why or why not?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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Bank Teller

Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Date: ___________________Career 

Spotlight

People work hard for their money. It is a limited resource. They must make 

choices about spending and saving. People often keep their money in banks. This 

keeps the money safe. A bank teller helps people manage their money. They set 

up checking and savings accounts. Customers may make a deposit or a 

withdrawal from these accounts. Depositing means putting money into a bank 

account to save. Withdrawing means taking money out to spend. A bank teller 

    handles both actions. They check people’s identities to  

    protect the money. They cash checks that people receive. A 

    bank teller also issues cashier’s or traveler’s checks.

     Bank tellers have answers to questions about money. 

   They know about the bank’s services that customers may need. 

       Working directly with people to help them 

     make wise money decisions is part of the job.   

   Sometimes people need more specific help with money. Bank 

   tellers refer these people to others who work at the bank for 

   such help. With online banking getting more popular, the need for 

  bank tellers is decreasing. Many people, however, still prefer 

   going to banks in person. Bank tellers are always ready to assist 

   their customers.    
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Quiz
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank. Some words may be used 
more than once. 

money   resources         needs     wants  scarcity
  

Humans must have basic ______________ met in order to survive. Humans also 

have many _______________ , or things that make them happy. In our environment, 

there are _________________ that can be used to fulfill our wants and needs. One 

type of resource is ______________. This is important because it is how we 

purchase many needs and wants. Sometimes, there can be ________________ if a 

resource is limited. When this happens, we are forced to make choices.

Read the scenario below. Describe what choice you would make.

What would you do? Why?

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

You got ten dollars for 
your birthday! You 
really want a new 
action figure, but it 
costs twenty dollars. 
You spot another 
option that is cheaper, 
but you do not love it. 
Your sister suggests to 
save your money until 
you earn the rest.
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