


The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th 
grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L
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6-8 1185L-1385L
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Each passage set includes two differentiated passages on a third-grade level (one 
at the beginning of the band, one towards the end) and a question set geared 
towards comprehension and science mastery. The first question is differentiated 
to include a fill-in-the-blank diagram (lower complexity) or an open-ended 
diagram (higher complexity). 

Plant and Animal Life Cycles

3rd Grade
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This resource was created with the NGSS Science Standards in mind. It includes six 
differentiated passages aligned to the following standard:

3-LS1-1: Plant and Animal Life Cycles
Develop models to describe that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles, but all have in 
common birth, growth, reproduction, and death. (Patterns)
Clarification Statement: Changes organisms go through during their life form a pattern.

Assessment Boundary: Assessment of plant life cycles is limited to those of flowering plants. 
Assessment does not include details of human reproduction.

Here are some suggestions for using these passages:

• Use as independent work after you have taught an overview of this standard. Assign the 
different levels based on the passage students can read and comprehend independently. 

• Use as a reading center to reinforce key comprehension and science concepts at the same 
time!

• Use as a homework or review packet.
• Use as an intervention for students who need to revisit science concepts. 

How to Use This Resource

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
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490L
The Life Cycle of a Honeybee

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________

 The second stage is the larva stage. After three days, the egg 
grows into a larva. The larva looks like a small, white worm. Young worker 
nurse bees feed the larva. The nurse bees make a jelly. The larva eats this 
jelly. The larva will molt as it grows. It sheds its skin. The egg cell is 
covered in a layer of wax by worker bees.  

 There are four stages in the honeybee life cycle. The first stage 

is the egg. The queen lays eggs in the hive. She can lay up to 3,000 

eggs per day. The egg is tiny. It is in a cell. On the third day, it falls to 

its side. Some eggs will be females. Females become worker bees or 

queens. Males will become drones.

In the third stage, the larva spins a cocoon around itself. It is called 

a pupa. It starts to look more like a honeybee. It grows wings, legs, a 

head, a thorax, and an abdomen.

Honeybees have been around for 150 million years. That is much 

longer than humans! Honeybees help plants. Their life cycle helps the 

earth. 

 The life cycle starts with the female queen. The queen mates with 

the male drones. The queen leaves the hive. After, she returns to the 

colony. She lays eggs in the hive.  
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The last stage is the adult. The honeybee is fully-grown. It will 

chew through the wax covering on the egg cell. A queen bee will take 

about 16 days to grow into an adult. Worker bees need between 18 

and 22 days. Drones need about 24 days. 

 The lifespan of honeybees is different. 

Drones live an average of 55 days. If a drone 

mates with a queen, they die after. Worker bees raised during the 

spring and summer can live 6 or 7 weeks. Worker bees can live 4 to 6 

months in the fall. A queen honeybee can live 2 to 4 years. 

 All bees go through these four main stages. Honeybees are pollinators. They help plants 

grow. Without them, many plants would die. Honeybees are important to our ecosystem. 

Learning the honeybees’ life cycle can help us protect them. 

Drone Worker Bee Queen Bee

Nest
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Life Cycle of a Honeybee Questions

1. Complete the model to describe the life cycle of honeybees. Label all important stages 
of the life cycle. 

2. Which of the following events might negatively impact the life cycle of a honeybee?
a. People eat honey. 
b. People start a honeybee farm. 
c. A community sprays pesticides in their yards. 
d. A community grows a new field of flowers.

3. Explain how the event you chose might disrupt the life cycle of a honeybee. Use the 
model you drew above to explain the stages that would be impacted. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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500L
The Life Cycle of a Sea Turtle

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________

 Next, the eggs hatch. Baby sea turtles 

normally hatch at night. They break through their 

eggshells. Then, they dig in the sand to reach the 

surface. This can take a few days. The babies are 

in the open. They are vulnerable to birds and 

other predators. They run to the water for 

safety. Most hatchlings don’t survive. They face 

many dangers. 

First, a female sea turtle is ready to nest. She 

comes ashore at night. Then, she digs a hole in beach 

sand. She uses her flippers to dig. She lays between 

50-200 eggs in the nest. Eggs have soft shells. They 

are the size and shape of ping-pong balls. They are 

white or cream in color. The female covers the nest 

with sand. Then, she returns to the ocean. It takes 

60-80 days for the babies to hatch from the eggs. 

There are seven species of sea turtles. Six species are 

endangered. Humans are the biggest threats to sea turtles. 

Sea turtles are hunted for their eggs, meat, and shells. Their 

habitats are being destroyed. Climate change affects them. To 

save sea turtles, we should learn about their life cycles.

Predators often eat sea turtle eggs. Humans have built houses and other structures along 

beach areas. This creates light, which makes it hard for sea turtles to return to the ocean.
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Finally, sea turtles can mate and have babies. 

They are adults. They may travel thousands of 

kilometers. They mate near beaches. Females may lay 

1-8 clutches of eggs. The males go back to areas with 

food. They restore their energy. The eggs are laid. 

The cycle begins again.  

Humans can help sea turtles. We can help them 

cycle through these stages. We can help prevent marine 

pollution that harms sea turtles. We can also watch 

nesting beaches and help keep the conditions safe for 

the eggs and hatchlings. Finally, we can take steps to 

limit climate change and global warming, which is very 

important. The more we learn about sea turtles, the 

more we can protect them.  

 Sea turtles that survive grow into juveniles. They eat 

seagrass and plankton. They stay in the ocean for a few 

years to a decade. Juveniles mature to sub-adults. They 

migrate toward the shore. Here, they feed on different 

food, such as algae. It’s more dangerous by the shore. 

There are more predators. 
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Life Cycle of a Sea Turtle Questions

1. Complete the model to describe the life cycle of sea turtles. Label all important stages 
of the life cycle. 

2. Which stage of the sea turtle’s life cycle is shown in the photograph?

3. The article describes many events that can disrupt the life cycle of a sea turtle. Choose 
one event. Use the model you drew above to explain the stages that would be impacted. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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