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Unit 1 Instructions
Time Commitment
This unit includes 8 days of lessons. It should take about thirty minutes for each 
social studies lesson. 

This resource includes a Google Slides presentation. The presentation can easily 
be converted to PowerPoint. This presentation is meant to be used as a whole 
class presentation, rather than as a student activity. 

Click here to access 
the Google Slides 

Presentation. 
Please Note: This 

presentation should 
be used in “Present” 

mode. 
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Unit 1: Map Elements
Preparation:
• Print the vocabulary cards, student books, and worksheets before beginning. Each 

student will need their own copy of the book and worksheets. 
• Picture Book or Read-Aloud: Camilla Cartographer by Julie Dillemuth
• Prepare your technology to present the PowerPoint presentation and view videos. 

Day 1:
Tell students that this unit is about identifying map elements. We will be learning about 
different kinds of maps and the features they have. Show students the vocabulary cards to 
introduce key vocabulary words. Distribute the K.W.L. chart. Have students share what they 
know about maps and their features. Discuss what students are wondering or want to know. 
Tell students that at the end of this lesson, they will fill in what they learned. 

Day 2:
Distribute the Identifying Map Elements book. Tell students that you will be going through a 
presentation together and along the way, they will find clues to fill in their books. 

Begin the presentation. Review the key vocabulary and review through slide 6 (More Kinds of 
Maps). While you go through the presentation, students should fill in their books. Give them 
time to color the pictures, as well. 

Day 3: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 7-12 (Compass). 

Day 4: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 13-16 (Symbols). 

Day 5-6: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 17-20 (Coordinates). Complete 
vocabulary review sheet. Allow students time to complete their books. 

Day 7: Read aloud the book Camilla Cartographer by Julie Dillemuth. Complete the response.

Day 8: Give students the lesson quiz. Finally, work as a class to fill in the “L” portion of the 
K.W.L. 



©Julie Bochese

Vocabulary

Land Direction

ElementSymbol
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KWL: Map Elements
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Before beginning this unit, discuss what you already know about this topic. What 
do you hope to learn? At the end of the unit, fill in what you learned. Was your 
prior knowledge correct? 

K.
What do you know about 

map elements?

W.
What do you want to learn 

about map elements?

L.
What did you learn about 

map elements?
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How to Print Booklet

Under the print menu, select the pages you would 
like to print. Check the “booklet” option. If you 
prefer, you can also select “Multiple” and print 4 
pages per page. Select if you would like to print 
double or single-sided. 
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By: 
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What Is a Map?

A _______ is an illustration of an 
area of _______. Some maps are 
of a large area, like a world map. 
Other maps are of a small area, 

like a city map. 
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Many Kinds of Maps

___________ maps show country 
and state boundaries .

___________ maps show 
features of a p lace, l ike 

r ivers, forests, and mountains .
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What Are Map Elements?

Map ____________ are the 
different features of a map. 

They help the reader 
understand how to _______ the 

map more accurately.
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Vocabulary Sort
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Match the vocabulary words to the definitions. 

o n e  p a r t  o f  
s o m e t h i n g  b i g g e r

Write a paragraph summarizing this unit. Use each of the vocabulary words at 
least one time. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

t h e  w a y  s o m e t h i n g  
o r  s o m e o n e  i s  g o i n g

a  p a r t  o f  t h e  E a r t h

a  s m a l l  p i c t u r e  
t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  

s o m e t h i n g
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Read-Aloud: Camilla Cartographer
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Read the book Camila Cartographer by Julie Dillemuth and respond to the 
question below. In your response, make sure to use each of the words in the 
word bank at least once.

How does the author of the book Camila Cartographer show that each element 

of a map is important?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Word Bank:      title      compass     navigate      direction
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Map Elements Quiz
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank. 

         elements               land               symbols               direction
  

Maps are great for helping people find their way. They can lead someone 

in the right ________________ when they are lost or searching for something 

specific. Some maps illustrate a large area of __________, and others 

illustrate a small area of __________. What most maps have in common is 

    that they provide ______________ which help people 

    better understand how to read them. Some specific 

    elements used on maps include compasses, scales, 

    coordinates, and other _____________ that represent 

    real landmarks or objects on the map.

Name three instances where you may need to know how to read a map. 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________________
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