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A HISTORY OF MeXICO

Mexico has a rich history. The mighty Aztecs were in control of Mexico until the
arrival of Europeans in I517. Francisco Hernandez de Cérdoba was the first to visit. He had
three ships and about 100 men. The local natives and the Spaniards had a conflict,
so the Spanish governor sent a larger group of explorers to Mexico. Hernan Cortés led that voyage
in I519. He marched to the Aztec capital. Cortés was welcomed because he was mistaken for a god. He easily took over the
city for Spain. Cortés built Mexico City on the ruins of the Aztec empire. This paved the way for colonization.

Mexico engaged in a move for independence in the IBOOs. After a series of failed rebellions led by priests, Mexico
finally gained freedom from Spain in I82. Disputes over Texas, California, and New Mexico in the 1830s-180s led 1o the
United States declaring war. Mexico refused to admit defeat. The US. sent troops to capture Mexico City. This was
accomplished on September M, I847. Peace was finally reached the following year. The Rio Grande became the southern
border of Texas. California and New Mexico were handed over to the US.

A new Mexican constitution was made after the war with the United States. Certain groups did not like the
constitution. That led fo a civil war within Mexico that lasted three years. In 1910, the Mexican Revolution began after
people grew tired of a dictator ruling them. They wanted change. Over one million people were killed in this conflict, and
others fled to the United States. After the revolution ended in 1917, political and social change happened. The change was
limited, however, and not everyone was satisfied with the results.




TIMeLIVe OF MeXICAN COLOMIZATIOM

After reading about Mexico’s history of colonization and independence, fill out the timeline below with
some of the major events. This history is important to know because there are holidays that
memorialize events in Mexico's history, such as Cinco de Mayo and Mexican Independence Day.
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FOLKLORICO

Anyone can learn folklorico! Watch the two performances below.

Why might you see folklorico performed at Cinco de Mayo celebrations
around the world?

What is your favorite part of folklorico, and why?

Discover the
culture of Mexico
through engaging

and educational
multimedia.
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Google Slides &
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CELEBRATION FOODS

Since then, it has spread across the world and is the most eaten dish on Cinco de Mayo in Puebla,
Mexico. Then, check out 1he phofo of the most eafen food on Ginca de Mayo in the US.

A

FINCO DE MAYO

The video is in
Spanish. There are e
English subtitles. P O
Read the subtitles, if
possible, but it's
okay to just watch!

SAMSUNG e @

2. How might the food most eaten on Cinco de Mayo in
1. What differences do you notice about the most the US. reflect a general misunderstanding of the
eaten foods on Cinco de Mayo in the two locations?  holiday?
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Holidays-for-the-Year-Virtual-Field-Trip-Growing-Bundle-6226832?st=2b740651d8423b2041bb7ddb77f68396
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