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Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta

The Albuqueraue International
Balloon Fiesta is in October. Tt takes
place at Balleon Fiesta Park in New
Mexico. About 600 balloons come
here. Hundreds of thousands of
quests visit. Even more people watch
from outside the park. People also

see it on television.

The first Albuqueraue Balloon Festival idea came while planning a party. The party was

news channel called a balleon pilet. They put together the
—one balloons were invited. A change in weather brought a
il a fun time. The festival grew

for a local news channel. The
largest balloon race ever. Twenty
storm to New Mexico. Only 13 balloons came instead Tt was st

to the size it is today.

Weather is an important part of
Jots check the weather before

ballooning. P
a flight. Wind speeds affect flying.
. Balloons move in the same direction as the
| wind. They go af the same speed as the
wind, foo. Light winds of 4-6 miles per
N | our are best. Winds higher than 10 miles
per hour aren't safe. They can stop @
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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured

and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and
differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the ftext are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them.

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.

Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12t

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

K-| N/A

2-3 420L-820L
H-5 /740L-1010L
6-8 I85L-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students. will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The

general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing
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Seasonal Weather Conditions
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Each passage set includes two differentiated passages on a third-grade level (one
at the beginning of the band, one towards the end) and a question set geared
towards comprehension and science mastery. The first question is differentiated
fo include a fill-in-the-blank diagram (lower complexity) or an open-ended

diagram (higher complexity).
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How to Use This Resource

This resource was created with the NGSS Science Standards in mind. It includes seven

differentiated passages dligned to the following standard:

3-£S552-) Seasonal Weather Conditions

Represent data in tables and graphical displays to describe typical weather conditions

expected during a particular season. (Patterns)

Clarification Statement: Examples of data could include average temperature, precipitation,

and wind direction.

Assessment Boundary: Assessment of graphical displays is limited fo pictographs'and bar

graphs. Assessment does not include climate change.
Here are some suggestions for using these passages:

Use as independent work after you have taught an overview of this standard. Assign the
different levels based on the passage students can read and comprehend independently.
Use as a reading center to reinforce key comprehension and science concepts at the same
timel

Use as a homework or review packet.

Use as an intervention for students who need to revisit science concepts.
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Name: Date:

The New York City Marathon

Many people enjoy running. Runners
may enter a marathon. A marathon is a
running race. It covers a distance of 26
miles and 385 yards. This race is not run
on a track. It’s run on city streets instead.
The New York City Marathon is run in the
United States. This race is held every

New York City

November.

The first New York City Marathon was held in 1970. It only cost $I to enter. The route
took runners through Manhattan’s Central Park. This marathon had grown too big for the
park by [976. I+ was moved to begin at Staten Island and end in Manhattan. The New York

City Marathon has been run almost every year. It has only been cancelled twice. Hurricane

Sandy shut it down in 2012. COVID-I9 stopped it in 2020.

Many big moments
have happened in this
marathon. People have set
records for running in it.
The marathon made it
onto television in 198l. The
first wheelchair division
was added in 2000. The

number of finishers was

more than 50,000 in 20I3.
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Weather plays a part in a marathon. Sunny and dry weather is best. Temperatures
between 5O0°F and 60°F are perfect. The New York City Marathon was first run in
September. I+ was then moved to October. Early November findlly became the right time.
That month had less high humidity. This keeps athletes from running in unsafe temperatures.

Average Monthly Weather
New York City, New York, United States

|_Month | Jan | Feb | Maigs ! Ll | Aug | sept | Oct | Nov | Dec |

DT 39°F 43°F"52°F. 64°F 72°F 80°F (84°F 84°F 76F 64°F 55°F 44°F
High
Temp in °F

DCCC 38 33 44 43 44 43 46 45 44 428 41 4.2

Rainfall in

inches

LECEC 84 9.2 4.1 /05 0 0 0 0 0 01 05 39

Snowfall

in inches

(Source: NOAA)

The New York City Marathon has been run in precipitation. There have even been race
days with gusty winds. The runners won’t be stopped by the weather, though. They’ve got

their eyes on the finish line.
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New York City Marathon Questions

Use the grid below to create a graph representing average high temperature in New York City.

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Use the grid below fo create a graph representing average rainfall (in inches) in New York City.

5
4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
15
1

Based on your graphs, is November the best choice for the New York City Marathon?
Why or why not? Use evidence from your graphs.

Jan. Feb - Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct_ Nov Dec

Jany, Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

If the New York City Marathon had to be moved, which month would you suggest it be

moved to? Use evidence from your graphs.
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Name: Date:

Uttarayan International Kite Festival

Uttarayan means “when the sun
starts its northward journey.” It marks
the end of the winter season for India.
The sun returns to warm the northern
hemisphere. Uttarayan is celebrated on

January M™ with a patang, or kite-

flying, festival in India. Gujarat, a state in
northwestern Indiq, is known for its

Uttarayan International Kite Festival.

This festival began in 1989.

Children and adults get involved in the kite festival. After winter, people believe the
bright sunshine of Uttarayan brings good health. The festival is a great way 1o enjoy the
weather outside. Special foods such as /addu are served. Laddu is a ball-shaped sweet made
from flour, sugar, and shortening. Families buy or make their own kites. Kite flying starts
early in the morning and goes into the night. This festival is a time for socializing. People
gather on the flat roofs of houses and buildings. They have friendly kite competitions. The
skies are full of kites in every color, every size, and every shape. The festival brings master
kite flyers from all over the world. At night, bright white kites-and thousands of paper
lanterns fill the dark sky.

Each Uttarayan season, more than IO million kites are sold in Ahmedabad, Gujarat’s
largest city. Kites like big, open spaces and wind for flying. When the wind has to go around
objects in its path, such as buildings and trees, it gets bumpy, or turbulent. This kind of wind
isn’t good for flying kites. The amount of wind you need depends on the kite you have. Heavy
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kites need more wind. Other kites are designed for light wind. Most kites need average wind
speeds between 4 and 10 miles per hour. Kites can often be adjusted for different wind

conditions. An experienced kite flyer always watches the wind.

Average Monthly Weather
Gujarat: India

-m_mmmr Kk f“*lmmmmm
Average Wind 2.4 4.5 4.7 4.4

Speed in

miles per ; .

hour
69°F 73°F 81°F . 88°F 91°F 89°F- “83°F 81°F 82°F .82°F 77°F 7I°F
Temp in °F

Average 0 0 0 0 0 2.9 1:2=1. 95 . 43 0.7 0.1 0
Precipitation ‘
in inches

Average 9.7 10.2 10.8 11.4 11.3 9.5 748 6.2 8.0 10.1 9.9 9.6
Hours of Su

(Source: climate-data.org)

The Uttarayan International Kite Festival is a happy time for Indians. It brings people

together to have fun outdoors as the season changes.
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Uttarayan International Kite Festival Questions

| Use the grid below to create a graph representing wind speed in Gujarat, India.
5

4.5

4

3.5

3
2.5

2

1.5

1

Jan ‘Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2. Use the grid below to create a graph representing average rainfall (in inches) in Gujarat,

12
India.
11

[E=y
o

= N W B U1 O NN 00 O

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Now Dec

3. Based on your graphs; why do you think they picked January 4™ for the kite festival?

Use evidence from your graphs.

Y. If the Uttarayan Kite Festival had to be moved, would August be a good choice for the

festival? Use evidence from your graphs.

: ol o |
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Date:

The Tour de France is over 100 years old. The
first Tour de France took place in 1903. It is the world’s
longest cycle race. Athletes travel over 2,200 miles. The
race is 23 days long. I+ happens in July. The route is a
little different each year. The race doesn’t just take
place in France, either. It has also traveled through

nearby countries. It always ends in Paris, France.

Each day of the Tour de France is called a “stage.” The stages can last up to 6 hours.
There is a total of 2| stages. Riders get two days to rest. The race goes over flat land. It dlso
goes through mountains. Some parts of the race are downhill. Riders move fast on those parts.
Others are hard climbs for miles. The winner of the Tour de France has the fastest time for all

the stages fogether.

Weather affects the Tour de France. Some of the start locations are not close. The
weather could change along the route. Rain is the biggest threat. This precipitation can make
roads slick. That is dangerous for cyclists. Hot, humid weather makes pedaling up a mountain a

struggle. Crosswinds can separate teammates.

Average Monthly Weather

Paris, France

ept | Oct | Nov [ Dec |
Average Wind [IRERICIIN & 1 T 9.9 9.1 8.7 8.4 8.1 8.9 9.8 103 111
Speed in miles
per hour
46°F  48°F  55F  62°F U68F——74F 78°F  78°F 71°F  63°F S52°F  47°F
Tempin °F
Average 2.2 2 2.1 2.2 2.7 2.5 2.4 2.4 2 2.6 2.5 2.8

Rainfall in
inches

Average 85% 81% 76% 71% 71% 68% 65% 66% 71% 79% 86% 86%
Humidity %

(Source: NOAA and climate-data.org)
Riding in the Tour de France takes strength. It is one of the most difficult athletic events in
the world. Cyclists push their bodies to win. 00l Pecttse
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Use the grid below to create a graph representing average high temperature in Paris,

France.
80

70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Use the grid below to create a graph representing average rainfall (in inches) in Paris,

France.

2.5

1.5

Based on your graphs, why do you think they picked July for the Tour de France? Use

evidence from your graphs.

Tour de France Questions

Jan

Feb ‘Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Jan

Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

If the Tour de France had to be moved, would September be a good month to move it

to? Use evidence from your graphs.
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Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?

0

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.

@ D
J

Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/

<
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Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

© Copyright 2022. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is granted
to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only available to
students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is strictly
forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com for
commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.



Let's Connect!
www.magdicorelearning.com

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magi
core

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCorelearning/

https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/

https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/

Julie@magicorelearning.com

LGclring for more?

; COMPREHENSION
PASSAGES



http://www.commoncorekingdom.com/
http://www.commoncorekingdom.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/
https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magicore
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magicore
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-Grade-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-3058389
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-3416553

Membership Opportunity!

If you love these resources and want access to
more, check out my membership opportunity
with the Core Kingdom Club.

Join my MagiCore Club waitlist!

MagiCore Club opens its membership doors twice a
year to offer teachers all the resources you love,
with a membership discount. You can also find
support through my custom learning plan.

Find out more https://magicorelearning.com/membership

CREDTITS

Steven Pisano, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Cathy from USA, CC BY-SA 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Greg Goebel from Loveland CO, USA, CC BY-SA 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0>, via Wikimedia
Commons

youkeys, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Michael Rivera, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Giuseppe Milo from Dublin, Ireland, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia
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