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Unit Instructions
Time Commitment
This unit includes 10 days of lessons. It should take about thirty minutes for 
each social studies lesson. 

This resource includes a Google Slides presentation. The presentation can easily 
be converted to PowerPoint. This presentation is meant to be used as a whole-
class presentation, rather than a student activity. 

Click here to access 
the Google Slides 

Presentation. 
Please Note: This 

presentation should 
be used in “Present” 

mode. 
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Unit 7: The Constitution
Preparation:
• Print the vocabulary cards, student books, and worksheets before beginning. Each student will 

need their own copy of the book and worksheets. 
• Picture Book or Read-Aloud: When the Schools Shut Down by Tamara Pizzoli and Yolanda Gladden.
• Prepare your technology to present the PowerPoint presentation and view the videos. 

Day 1:
Tell students that this unit is about the Constitution of the United States of America. We will be 
learning about what the Constitution is and how it affects the people of the United States. Show 
students the vocabulary cards to introduce key vocabulary words. Distribute the K.W.L. chart. Have 
students share what they know about the Constitution. Discuss what students are wondering or want 
to know. Tell students that at the end of this lesson, they will fill in what they learned. 

Day 2:
Distribute The Constitution book. Tell students that you will be going through a presentation together, 
and along the way, they will find clues to fill in their books. 

Begin the presentation. Review the key vocabulary, and review through slide 5 (The Three Branches 
of Government). While you go through the presentation, students should fill in their books. Give them 
time to color the pictures, as well. 

Day 3: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 6-9 (Federalism & Supremacy). 

Day 4: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 10-13 (Judicial Opinions).

Day 5: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 14-18 (Constitution).

Day 6: Complete vocabulary review sheet. Allow students time to complete their books. 

Day 7-8: Read aloud the book When the Schools Shut Down by Tamara Pizzoli and Yolanda Gladden. 
Have the students complete the compare and contrast graphic organizer and complete the questions 
provided after the read-aloud. 

Day 9: Have students observe the “Painting Spotlight.” Discuss their observations and allow them to 
ponder the painting. Then, have students complete the reflection questions.

Day 10: Give students the lesson quiz. Finally, work as a class to fill in the “L” portion of the K.W.L. 
Be sure to discuss any misconceptions students had about the Constitution.



©Julie Bochese

Vocabulary

Constitution

Judicial Review

Supremacy

Authority
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KWL: The Constitution
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Before beginning this unit, discuss what you already know about this topic. What 
do you hope to learn? At the end of the unit, fill in what you learned. Was your 
prior knowledge correct? 

K.
What do you know about the 

Constitution?

W.
What do you want to learn 

about the Constitution?

L.
What did you learn about the 

Constitution?
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How to Print Booklet

Under the print menu, select the pages you would 
like to print. Check the “booklet” option. If you 
prefer, you can also select “Multiple” and print 4 
pages per page. Select if you would like to print 
double or single-sided. 
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By: 
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The Constitution 
of the United States

The Constitution is a document that 
sets up the structure of the 
_______________. It defines the ________ 
branches of our federal government 
and outlines citizens’ basic ___________.
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The Three Branches of 
Government

Article & Branch Function

Article I:
__________ Branch

The Legislative Branch 
is responsible for 

_______________ our
laws.

Article II:
__________ Branch

The Executive Branch 
is responsible for 

_______________ our
laws.

Article III:
__________ Branch

The Judicial Branch is 
responsible for 

_______________ our
laws.
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Judicial Opinions

Wr i te  a  “ T ”  i n  t h e  b ox  i f  t h e  s ta te m e nt  i s  t r u e .  
Wr i te  a n  “ F ”  i n  t h e  b ox  i s  t h e  s ta te m e nt  i s  fa l s e .

1. The Supreme Court justices 
always agree on the outcomes 
of cases.

2.  “Majority” means that more 
justices agree than disagree.

3.  Justices give verbal opinions 
about cases.
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Bill of Rights

The Bi l l  of R ights is  the f irst ten 
________________ ,  or changes,  to the 

Const itut ion .  It is  a l i st of 
ind iv idua l  __________ that are 

______________ by the Const itut ion .

A r e  a l l  o f  t h e  “ R i g ht s ”  l i s te d  
b e l ow  a c c u r a te ?  C i r c l e  t h e  R i g ht s  
t h a t  a r e  c o r r e ct  a n d  c r o s s  o u t  
t h e  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  i n c o r r e ct !

Fr e edom  of  Pop u l a r i t y

R i g ht  to  Tr i a l  b y  Je r ry

Freedom  of  R e l i g i o n

R i g ht  to  D u e  Pr o ce s s

Fr e edom  of  A l p h abet

R i g ht  to  a  S p eedy  Tr i a l
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Constitution

The Const itut ion represents 
America’s _____________ and _______ .  
It determines the power and dut ies 

of the ______________ ,  and 
guarantees r ights to the __________ .
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Vocabulary Sort
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Match the vocabulary words to the definitions. 

A  c o u r t ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e v i e w  
w h e t h e r  a  l a w  o r  

g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i o n  i s  l e g a l

H a v i n g  m o r e  a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  
a l l  t h e  ot h e r s

T h e  p o w e r  o f  o n e  p e r s o n  o r  
g r o u p  o v e r  ot h e r  p e o p l e

A  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  e x p l a i n s  
h o w  a  g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k s  a n d  

t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e

Write a paragraph summarizing this unit. Use each of the vocabulary words. 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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Read-Aloud: When the Schools Shut Down
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Read the book When the Schools Shut Down by Tamara 
Pizzoli and Yolanda Gladden. The main character, Yolanda, 
was born during the same year that the Brown v. Board 
of Education Supreme Court case was finalized.

Throughout the story, Yolanda compares her experiences in school to her 
mother’s. Pay attention to all the similarities and differences between their 
two experiences and use the diagram below to compare and contrast them.

Carrie

Yolanda
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Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Date: ___________________

Observe the painting for a few minutes. 

What do you notice? What are the people doing? How does it make you feel? 

Painting 
Spotlight

Below is the oil-on-canvas painting by artist 
Howard Chandler Christy. The scene is of the 
signing of the Constitution of the United States in 
the year 1787. The painting was completed in the 
year 1940 and is 20 feet tall by 30 feet wide!
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

1. What part of the painting stands out to you 
the most, and why?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

2. Why do you think that this painting is so big, so well-known, and 
hangs in The White House?

3. In the space to 
the right, create 
an image that 
represents the 
Constitution and 
what it means to 
you. Then, explain.

Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Date: ___________________Painting 

Spotlight

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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Quiz
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank. Some words may be used 
more than once. 

          government        Constitution        branches        Bill of Rights
  

The __________________ is one of the most important documents in this 

country. It begins with the ______________________ which includes the first ten 

amendments to the Constitution. Those amendments grant citizens certain 

rights and freedoms. The Constitution itself outlines the structure of the 

United States ____________________ and the three main _______________. The 

Legislative Branch is responsible for creating our laws. The Executive Branch 

is responsible for enforcing our laws. The Judicial Branch is responsible for 

interpreting our laws.

 The Constitution represents America’s principles and laws, organizes 

our government, and grants citizens rights and freedoms. Without it, we 

would not be the country we are today.
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classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple 
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by 
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How Can I Use This Resource?

• Use this resource personally or with your own children.
• Use this resource in your own classroom with your 

students.
• Provide this resource to your students to use at your 

instruction.
• Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
• Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the 

sole purpose of instructing your students.
• Share with your students via a secure document portal 

or electronic learning platform that requires individual 
user verification and limits access to only the students 
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

• Review this resource with others with the sole purpose 
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided 
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© Copyright 2022. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is granted 
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students assigned directly to the purchaser. Using this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is strictly 
forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com for 
commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at 
https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of-use.

• Share with others to use personally.
• Share with others to use in another 

classroom. 
• Print or copy any page(s) and distribute 

them to other teachers or other 
classrooms.

• Publish or host online in a manner where 
any of the material is accessible to 
anyone who is not a student in your own 
classroom., including but not limited to 
personal, classroom, or district websites 
that are accessible to the general public. 

• Use this resource commercially (e.g. 
Outschool).

• Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this 
product to anyone in manner inconsistent 
with these terms of use. https://magicorelearning.com/  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore



Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

Julie@magicorelearning.com

https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/

https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

http://www.magicorelearning.com/
http://www.magicorelearning.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
mailto:Julie@magicorelearning.com
https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/
https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/
https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-Grade-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-3058389
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-3416553


Credits

Credits

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.kevinandamanda.com/fonts/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26

