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This NOVEL GUIDE is designed to elevate your novel study in
an engaging way for students. Students will work in their

Virtual Novel Guide Notebook while reading the assigned novel.

This novel guide can be used in multiple ways: independent
work, partner work, small group work, or even summer
reading.

This novel guide was created for the novel Because of Winn-
Dixie and is divided into SIX sections:

1. _: pre-reading activities

2. READING SECTION 1: during reading activities - Chapters
15

3. READING SECTION 2: during reading activities - Chapters
6-10

5. READING SECTION 4: during reading activities - Chapters
16-20

6. _: after-reading activities - Chapters 21-26

To organize this novel guide, we have divided the novel into five main
reading sections. We suggest students read all <

chapters before completing that section of activities.

start of each section.
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Getting

“ Started!

Before jumping into the novel, Because of Winn-
Dixie, you are going to learn some important
background information about the characters
and setting. You will also have a chance to make -
some predictions! -

DIRECTIONS:

JITipie 1e e J el

/} . Consider companionship.

2. Think about community.

3. Agree or disagree.

4. Make a prediction.
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-8 What Is a Companion?

‘ can the code to
fs’rudy the definition of

“compahnion,” then fill

DEFINITION:

out the chart! SYNONYMS:

P ks oF
COMPANIONS:

Describe what you know about the word “companion.”

Do you have any companions? If so, describe one of them. What
qualities do they have that make them a companion?
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Srarted Thinking About ~

Community

Consider the words below. How are they similar?

How are they different? How do they make you feel?

COMPANION FEIEND COMMUNITY FAMILY

Which word above means the most to you, and why?

How is your life impacted by the ideas above?
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getting
started

What Do You Think?

Read each of the three statements and think about how you relate to
them. Do you agree with them? Do you disagree with them? How do you
know? Draw an arrow to a place on the scale that illustrates how you feel.
You can be completely on one side or the other, or somewhere in between.
Next, describe why you selected that place on the scale in the box below.

If you find a stray dog, you must
keep it. NO

WAY]
Explain.

Food can ftaste like emotions.

NO
WAY]
Explain. |
|
Don't judge someone based on
their past. NO
WAY]
Explain.

WO
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getting

ea) Making Predictions

s Consider the words in the speech bubbles: community, loneliness,

f‘

> sorrow, and friendship. Based on your understanding of these

words and the cover of the novel, what do you think Because of
Winn-Dixie might be about? Write your prediction below.
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Reading

Sectiont

It's time to start reading Because of Winn-Dixie! Be
sure to read the chapters of section one listed below
before starting the activities.

| UOIL09S
Buippad

CHAPTER 1 CHAPTER 4

CHAPTER 2 CHAPTER 5

CHAPTER 3

L N

—

After reading the chapters of section one, complete
each activity below.

. Review the vocabulary.

Write a diary entry.

2. Start Opal's character tree.
3.
Y

Explore Winn-Dixie

Think about ten things.

Start the preacher's character tree.

Reflect on section one.

-

8. Show what you know!

l
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D’b}éacher

\j congrego'rion

J
'\ 0 exception
]

word:

definition:

sentence:

“My daddy is a good
preacher and a hice
man, but sometimes
it's hard for me to
think about him as
my daddy...” Ch. |

—‘ /”/'

$ Check out the important vocab words in the first section of Because of Winn-Dixie.
Using a dictionary, complete the chart below. Check off each vocab word as you
complete it by adding a checkmark to the small box.

Scan the code to access an
online dictionary if needed.

10

word: word: ‘
congregation ‘
definition: definition:
something rare
that does not
apply/fit
sentence: sentence:

C
C
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reading

sl Character Tree: Opal

~Throughout this novel guide, you will complete this character tree by gathering
information and quotes from the text to describe Opal.
On future pages, you will be asked to think about ways in which Opal has grown or

changed, and then return to this page to add that information to her character tree.

Right now, after reading section one, fill out the 3 "leaves” below about Opal. Be sure

to leave space for future leaves!

/ 2 words that describe Opal’s ‘\lb 7 ﬂ‘ | of Opal’s wonderings:
personality: ! | \

S




reading

section | Dear Diary

After reading section one of Because of Winn-Dixie, we have some ideas about
how Opal feels in her hew town of Naomi. We also learn how she and Winn-Dixie meet.
Write a journal entry from Opal's perspective on the day that she finds and

adopts Winn-Dixie. Include specific information in the text regarding

when/where/why/how and ways in which Winn-Dixie has already impacted her.




? Think about Winn-Dixie's character and then think of a pet that you know. It can be
f any kind of pet that belongs to someone you know. Compare them in the chart below,
hoting specific differences and similarities that have to do with physical features,

behaviors, persondlities, families, and more.

%Du %




. In Chapter 3, Opal tells Winn-Dixie, "I want to know more about her. But I'm afraid to

f

ask the preacher; I'm afraid he'll get mad at me.” Just moments later, however, Opal

asks the preacher to tell her ten things about her mama.

Why do you think Opal is afraid her dad will get mad at her?

What do you think gives Opal the courage to ask her father, even though she is ‘

scared?

C
C
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reading
section |

, First, think about who you are. Consider your identity, your hobbies, your family, and

f

more. Then, make a list of ten things about yourself that you think describe you as a

person. Afterward, answer the question below.

1

2.

10.

Do these ten things paint a whole picture of you? Do the ten things Opal learns }pqin’r
a whole picture of her mother? Why, or why not?

c
C
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reading

sl Character Tree: The'

Preacher

Throughout this novel guide, you will complete this character tree by gathering

information and quotes from the text to describe the preacher. On future pages, you

will be asked to think about ways in which he has grown or changed, and then return

to this page to add that information to his tree. Right now, after reading section one,

fill out the 3 “leaves” below about the preacher. Be sure to leave space for future

ﬁwords that describe the preacher’s
personality:

| of the preacher’s fears:




;

Draw a picture or write a poem about your favorite part of this
section. Create your reflection piece in the space to the right.
Then, answer the questions below.

|

1. Which quote from the text best describes (or relates to) your favorite part of this |
section?

2. Why was it your favorite part of this section?

C
C
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reading

section |

I What does Opal name Winn-Dixie after?

a. The store manager he knocked over.
b. The grocery store where she found him.
c. Her best friend in her old town.
d. Her dad.
2 Why does Opal want to know ten things about her mother?
a. Because her birthday is on the tenth of September.
b. Because she is ten years old.
c. Because she can only remember ten things at a time.
d Winn-Dixie said that ten is the perfect number. R
3. In which of the following ways is Opal like her mother?
a. She’s a good cook.
b. She is great at growing plants.
c. She has red hair and freckles.
d She’s a slow runner.
4. What does Winn-Dixie catch at Open Arms?
a. a squirrel |
b. a rabbit
c. a snake
d a mouse
o. In what ways is Winn-Dixie a special dog? Include two reasons described in the book and one

that you think.

This is the end of
section one. Get
ready for section ¢z,
two by reading
chapters 6-10.




Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?
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Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.
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Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/
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Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others fo use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in a manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom., including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

© Copyright 2022. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is granted
to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies to use with students and/or fo assign o students digitally providing it is only available to
students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is strictly
forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com for
commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.



Let's Connect!
www.magdicorelearning.com

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magi
core

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCorelearning/

https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/

https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/

Julie@magicorelearning.com
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http://www.commoncorekingdom.com/
http://www.commoncorekingdom.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
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mailto:Julie@magicorelearning.com
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Reading-Mini-Lessons-Bundle-Google-Slides-Seesaw-Distance-Learning-6000690
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Task-Card-Bundle-4th-5th-Grade-Printable-Digital-Boom-Learning-7226163
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Reading-Mini-Lessons-Bundle-Google-Slides-Seesaw-Distance-Learning-6000806
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Creating4-The-Classroom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mae-Hates-Mondays
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Prince-Padania
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Digital-Mojo
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Chirp-Graphics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.kevinandamanda.com/fonts/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dancing-Crayon-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cherry-Workshop
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clip-Art-By-Carrie-Teaching-First
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rainbow-Sprinkle-Studio-Sasha-Mitten
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Playrainbowkids
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