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Name: Date:

Understanding the Equal Sign

Directions: Balance out the equation Cut and paste the correct number of objects on the

other side of the equal sign from the correct digit
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Ernie the equal sign he really cares

Are you ready fo play the equal game

Does 12 eaua 12, well
they are

7 plus 8 equals 15

to work out real

He wants everything

equal game

Does 5 plus 2 equal 2 plus 5

I II-6 the same aS 2 plus 3
But does 9 plus 2 equal 1 plus |

Subtract or minus as it says

No, those numbers aren’t the same th
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Earnie the Equal

He wants everything to work out red fair

1f he is there the numbers better be the same

Does 8- equal 7, yeah that’s is also true
But does 7 plus 8 equal M no that is false

the same on €ac

Cause Ernie the equal sign he redlly cares

fair

If he is there the numbers better be +he same

they are the same that’s frue

h side if you know what

let’s gef

They are on the same cach side that is rue

Yes, they both equal O that’s true as can be

at is false
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Pedagogy

Lesson Plans

Vocabulary Cards

Understanding the Equal Sign: Song & Video
Anchor Chart: Ernie the Equal Sign

Cheerio Balancing Board

Understanding the Equal Sign Cut and Paste
Anchor Chart: True or False?

True or False Coloring

.

2
3.
H.
O.
6.
7.
8.
g

. True or False Sort
. Anchor Chart: True or False Tree
. True or False Sort Center
. Mini Book: True or False? With Ernie the Equal Sign
. Problem Solver
. Quiz

. The True or False Board Game




o Understanding the Equal
Sign
The equal sign is the anchor of understanding addition and subtraction
equations. It is essential that I*' graders develop a strong grasp of what the equadl
sign means and its role as a building block in equations. This unit begins by building
that understanding, putting emphasis on the equal sign meaning the “same” or
“balanced.” As the unit progresses, the focus grows to highlight the accuracy of

the equation, whether between addition equations, subtraction equations, or a mix

of the two with one equation on each side. The determination between true or

false equations becomes essential here.

During your Equal Sign/True or False unit, you will be highlighting primary
skills such as addition, subtraction, and identifying an equation as true or false. You
will also be encouraging sub-skills within the unit; such as critical thinking, fast fact
memorization, and categorization. Students should know the meaning of the equal
sign and that the two sides of the equal sign need to be balanced, or the same.
Students should also understand the meaning of the terms "true” and “false,” as
well as how to identify an equation as true or false. This ability to identify the
equation must translate between addition equations, subtraction equations, and a

blend of the two. With this understanding, your students will be able to progress
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and grow in their grasp of operations and algebraic equations.




o Understanding the Equal
Sign

Day I: Introduce the€qual sign and cheerio manipulatives.

Mini Lesson:dntroduce the purpose of the lesson, today: to understandeywhat. the equal sign

means.

* Show students just the equal sign vocabulary card. Youwill infréduce true and false inithe
following Igsson. Téll students the meaning of the equal sign, beirig sure to highlight that it
means “the same.” Demonstrate with manipulatives.

*/ Watch the Equal Sign Song.

*  Introduce the “Ernie Equal Sign” Anchor Chart

®* Model how to ereate balance with the equal sign'by building various numbers with cheerios.
®  ox: /E EEkkkkKX

Guided Practice: Introduce a funimanipulative for the students - cheeriosl Students work on

the “Cheerio Balancing Board” fo balance numbens on the opposite side of the equal sign using

cheerios.

Independent Practice: Students work on the “Understanding the Equal Sign™ cut-and-paste
balancing worksheet. They willleut and paste the correct number of objects on the opposite

side of the equal sign from the correct value. Students need a copy of each of the pages.

Day 2: Introduce True/False, Sort Trueor False under |0

Mini Lesson: Introduce, the purpose of the lesson today: to understand thefequal sign and if
equations are true or false:

Review the equal sign vocabularyeard.and anchor charti Then, introduce the new True
and False vocabulary cards.

Watch and sing the Equal Sign Song.

Model working through several equations and determining if they are true or false. Be

sure to provide examples within addition equations and subtraction equations.

* ex:2+2=4HTRUE;10=3+4FALSE, 6 -4 =2 TRUE
©C@ﬂv @o\cgso




Ernie The Equal Sign
Ernie is a really gc He™c makes sure things

. *
are FAIR. ery importani to Er@e that bo\ es of the

" equation are the SAME. —
* i *. " *

SN

ll"",l
hJdndy .

{
2

(s




PZEqrnie the Equal Sign
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Ernie the equal signhe really cares "o
He wants everything to wark out real fair

If helis thergfthe numbers better be the sdnie
Aré you ready to play the equal game

Does 12 equal 12, well they are the/same that’s true
Does 8-l equal 7, yeah/that’s is clso tirte
But does 7/ plus 8 equal 14 no/that is false

7/ plus 8 equale IS they arethe.same onseachsside if you know.what I mean

Cause Ernie the equal sign he really cares
He wants everything to/weork out real fair
If he is there the numbers better be the same let’s get back to playing the

equal game

Does S plus 2 equal 2 plus S

They are onithe same each side that is true

Is -6 the sameas 2 plus 3

Yes, they both equal § that’s true as can be

But does S plus 2 equal Hplus'|

No, those numbers aren’t the same that is false

Subtract or minus as it says to do and make sure each side is equal and truel
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i Cheerio Balancing Board

Directions: Balance out the.equal sign. Place the correct number of Cheerios on the

other side of the equal sign so the value is*the same-on each side.
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Directions:Cut out the box with the images and paste them acro e equal sign from

Understanding the Equal Sign m‘wﬁﬂ

the correct number on the first page.
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True or False?

When an equationsis TRUE, that means beth sides are equal or
the same. When an equation issFALSE, that means the sides are

not equal and they are.not the same:

‘ ‘

%5 24 & 8 75-2
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Color the TRUE equations in one color and the
FALSE equations in a different color!







F | Name: Date:

True.or False.Sort

Directions: Feed the hlingry dinosaurs! Cut out the equation, selve it, and paste it

under eitherg] RUE or FALSE.

TRUE FALSE

6-3=18-7 - N-7=H-10 - 9-8=13-10

...................................... S B ?/‘




Mi

To save paper, you

hi Book Printing Tips

can print using the following options:

Half Page: Select “booklet” under sizing.

q
)

I T T R
Print X =
Printer:  Brother MFC-J985DW Printer VI properties Advanced Help @ T

Copies: |1 2 Print in grayscale (black and white)

Pages to Print Comments & Forms

Qunil Document and Markups v
(O current page

Summarize Comments
(O Pages ‘6

¥ More Options
(® Selected pages

Odd or Even Pages: All pages in range v

[[JReverse pages 11x8.5 Inches

Page Sizing & Handling @
[Dsize A poster

Booklet subset: Both sides

[E)muttipie €  [E] Booktet

Sheets from ‘1 to ‘1

Binding: Left e

Orientation:

(@ Portrait
O Landscape
[ Auto-rotate pages within each sheet

Page 1 of 1(6)

Page Setup... Print Cancel

Mini Books (4 per page): Select “Multiple” under sizing. Select Y per sheet.
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Print X
Printer:  Brother MFC-J985DW Printer v oS o — Help @
Copies: ‘1 : Print in grayscale (black and white)

Pages to Print Comments & Forms

Qai
(O current page
@rages  [6-9
¥ More Options
O Selected pages
0Odd or Even Pages:

Document and Markups v

Summarize Comments

8.5 x 11 Inches

All pages in range v

ecOntre
D Reverse pages Meet Mr. " (

Page Sizing & Handling

[T size 5 poster

Pages per sheet:

[=] Booklet

Page order: Horizontal ~

D Print page border

D Print on both sides of paper

Orientation:
@ Portrait

(O Landscape
DAuto—rotate pages within each sheet

Page 1 of 1 (6)

Page Setup... Print Cancel

Print as many pages as you would like to use Number of the Day.
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Directions:

Roll the dice and meve forward that,many spaces.
If you land on a eolor space, draw. a'eard from that color pile
and solve the True or False equation.

If you land on a white space, follow the,directions on the
space. A “Free Space” means you can stay there and nothing
happens.

The first player to the star at the end wins!
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Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?

(aii
0

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.
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Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/

<
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Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others fo use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in a manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom., including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

© Copyright 2013, 2022. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is

granted to the original purchaser or licensee o make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only

available to students assigned directly fo the purchaser. Using this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is

strictly forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com

for commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.



Let's Connect!
https://magicorelearning.com

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/MagiCore

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCorel_earning

https://www.instagram.com/MagiCorel_earning

https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/

Julie@magicorelearning.com

Looking for more?
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https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
https://magicorelearning.com/
https://magicorelearning.com/
mailto:Julie@magicorelearning.com
https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/
https://www.instagram.com/MagiCoreLearning
https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/MagiCore
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1st-Grade-Reading-Mini-Lessons-Bundle-Google-Slides-Seesaw--6732635
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1st-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-Printable-Digital-4800484
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1st-Grade-Florida-BEST-Standards-Reading-Comprehension-Bundle-FL-BEST-ELA-7203482
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