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She was tired. She had helped her mom make 
a special treat earlier that day. The treat was 
called Rosca de Reyes. It is also known as The King's 
Cake. It was another fun part of Three Kings Day. It 
was always delicious. A small doll was hidden inside 
the cake. It represented baby Jesus. It was always 

fun to see who found it when the cake was eaten.

Adelina tried to go to sleep. She was so 
excited. She could not fall asleep. She closed her 
eyes. She could hear her mother and father laughing

470L
January Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

Adelina’s Shoes

Adelina put her shoes outside. With her shoes, she put a list of things she hoped to get. 
She looked at her brother's shoes. His list was placed on top of his shoes, too. She smiled. She 
read it, knowing that he would be very happy if the three kings brought him everything on it.

The next morning, the bright sun was out. It surprised her because it was normally dull 
in the winter where she lived. She stretched her arms and smiled. It was Three Kings Day, 
and she was hopeful for what she might find. She opened her bedroom door. Her brother 
opened his door, too.

They both went to check their shoes from the night before. Her list was gone. 
Replacing it, she found trinkets and a pretty necklace. There was also a tiny baby doll inside 
her pink shoes. Her brother had miniature cars, candy, and a small book inside of his green 
ones. Both children noticed several wrapped packages, too. Their parents greeted them, 
eager to see what the children had received for the Epiphany.

They gathered together, unwrapping gifts, sharing, and laughing. Grateful for the       

beautiful morning and a wonderful celebration ahead, Adelina smiled. Three Kings Day was 
the best part of the entire year.

and talking quietly. As it got later, the house got quiet. She finally drifted off to sleep. 



Adelina’s Shoes
Adelina placed her shoes outside her door, along with a neatly written list of some 

things she hoped to get. She looked at her brother's shoes. His list was also placed on top. She 
smiled. She read it, knowing that he would be very happy if the three kings brought him 
everything on it.

770L
January Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

She was tired and had helped her mom make 
Rosca de Reyes with her mother earlier that day. 
The King's Cake was another fun part of Three 
Kings Day, and it was always delicious. A small doll 
hidden inside the cake represented baby Jesus. It 
was always fun to see who found it when the cake 

was eaten during the holiday.

Adelina tried to go to sleep but she was so 
excited that she had trouble doing so. She

The next morning, the bright sun peered through her window, bouncing off the snow 
outside. It surprised her, as the winter skies were usually gray where she lived. She 
stretched her arms and smiled. It was Three Kings Day, and she was hopeful for what she 
might find. She opened her bedroom door, just as her brother did the same.

They both went to check their shoes from the night before. Her list was gone. 
Replacing it, she found trinkets and a pretty necklace, along with a tiny baby doll inside her 
pink shoes. Her brother had miniature cars, candy, and a small book inside of his green ones. 
Both children noticed several wrapped packages too. Their parents greeted them, eager to 
see what the children had received for the Epiphany.

They gathered together, unwrapping gifts, sharing, and laughing. Grateful for the

Julie Bochese

beautiful morning and a wonderful celebration ahead, Adelina smiled. Three Kings Day was 
the best part of the entire year.

closed her eyes. She could hear her mother and father laughing and talking quietly, but as 
time went on, the house fell silent, and she eventually drifted off to sleep. 
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1. Who is the main character in the story? How can you tell?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. When does the story take place? _______________________________
How do you know? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. Why is the Rosca de Reyes special?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. What things does Adelina do with her family to celebrate Three Kings Day? (Choose all that 
apply.)

a. Open gifts
b. Sing songs
c. Make and eat Rosca de Reyes
d. Place shoes outside her door
e. Share food with neighbors

5. What did Adelina and her brother find when they looked at their shoes in the morning?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

_

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is no crayon next to the question, you 
will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer. 

January Comprehension Questions



Questions

Write and answer a question about the story that starts with each of the question words. 

What?

How?
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Adelina’s Shoes

RESPONSE

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

In Adelina’s Shoes, Adelina talks about many traditions that make Three Kings Day special 
for her. Write a short narrative about a moment that shares one of your favorite 
traditions. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
490L

January Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is a holiday in the United States. It is celebrated in 

January. It honors Martin Luther King, Jr. He was born in Georgia on January 15, 1929. Dr. 

King was a civil rights leader. Civil rights means that all people should have the same 

freedoms. Civil rights make sure everyone is treated fairly.

Martin Luther King Jr.

Black Americans didn’t have the same rights as 

white Americans. Many laws treated Black people 

unfairly. Martin Luther King, Jr. wanted to change 

how Black people were treated. He spoke to crowds. 

He organized marches. He planned peaceful protests. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. led a boycott of buses 

in Alabama in 1955. A boycott is when a group of 

people refuse to do something. It is a way to protest. 

The bus boycott started with Rosa Parks. Parks was a 

Black woman. She refused to give up her seat on a 

bus to a white man. She was arrested. People 

boycotted the buses. People chose Martin Luther King, 

Jr. as their leader. The boycott worked. The buses 

changed their rules. 

The March on Washington was another big moment for Martin Luther King, Jr. This 

happened in 1963. He gave his “I Have a Dream” speech. Many people liked his message. A new 

law passed giving civil rights to Black Americans. Martin Luther King, Jr. was awarded the 

Nobel Peace Prize. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was killed in 1968. We remember his leadership. He had an impact 

on civil rights. We celebrate his birthday as a holiday. Marches happen on this day. People give 

speeches. His desire to help is still alive in the people that fight for fairness today.    
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
800L

January Passages Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is celebrated on the third Monday of January every year 

in the United States. It is a holiday to honor Martin Luther King, Jr. He was born on January 

15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. He was a civil rights leader in the 1950s and 1960s. Civil rights are

In 1955, he led a boycott of buses in Montgomery, Alabama. A boycott is when someone 

refuses to use a service, buy a product, or support a person as a way to protest. The boycott 

began when Rosa Parks, a Black American woman, refused to give up her seat on a bus to a 

white man. She was arrested. The boycott lasted a long time. Some people disagreed with 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s ideas. It put him and his family in danger. He was determined, though, 

and the boycott ended up working. The public buses no longer made Black Americans sit 

apart from other riders. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s family was

passionate about equality for Black people. His 

father stood up against segregation. This inspired 

Martin Luther King, Jr. to fight for civil rights. Dr. 

King was also inspired by the leader Gandhi. King

used peaceful protests to make people aware of 

injustice. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

rights that protect people from discrimination. 

Civil rights ensure everyone has the same rights 

no matter a person’s race, religion, or other 

differences. Black Americans didn’t always have 

the same rights as white Americans. People 

were segregated based on the color of their 

skin. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a leader who 

fought for civil rights. He helped change how 

Black people were treated in America.
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January Passages

Another big moment for Martin 

Luther King, Jr. was when he helped 

organize the March on Washington in 

1963. He was working to end 

segregation and racism. He gave his 

famous “I Have a Dream” speech at 

this event. Many people were inspired

by his powerful words. The march 

was a success, and the Civil Rights 

Act was passed in 1964. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. was the youngest 

person to receive the Nobel Peace 

Prize that same year. 

Unfortunately, Martin Luther King, Jr. was killed in 1968. We remember his hard work in 

protecting civil rights with a national holiday. Marches and speeches from other civil rights 

leaders are usually planned for this day. His desire to help is still alive in the people that fight 

for equality today.    

Martin Luther King, Jr. during the March on 
Washington

Scan here to listen to Dr. 
King’s “I Have a Dream” 

speech. 
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1. What are civil rights? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. How did Martin Luther King, Jr.’s father inspire him?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. How did the Montgomery Bus Boycott show that Martin Luther King, Jr. was determined? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. Which of the following best shows that the March on Washington was a success? 
a. The Civil rights Act was passed in 1964.
b. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his famous “I Have a Dream Speech” at the event. 
c. People disagreed with Martin Luther King, Jr.’s ideas. 
d. Public buses no longer made Black Americans sit apart from other riders. 

Write a sentence from the article that supports your answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5. How do people honor Martin Luther King, Jr. on his holiday today? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is no crayon next to the question, you 
will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer. 

January Comprehension Questions
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Martin Luther King, Jr.

Mini Biography

Lived from ______________ to ______________.

Born in ___________________________. 

year year

place

Legacy - What is he remembered for? 

Facts

1. _________________________
2. _________________________
3. _________________________
4. _________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

RESPONSE

Use the information from your mini biography report to write a summary of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s life. Be sure to include important events from his life and why it is important to 
learn about him. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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