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WHAT'S INSIDE? BLACK HISTORY
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@ Biogrophy passages, differentiated on three levels to *This product includes M differentiated leveled passages in the 2"-3" and
nd cth Yth_5t Grade Text Complexity Bands (the range for 2-3 is 4Y20-820 and
span readers from 2"°-0™ grade Y_5t grade is 740-10I0). Each passage is available on three levels.

Part | Passages Part 2: Historical Figure Biography Project
Martin Luther King, Jr. (440L, 630L, 890L) I Project Description
Maleolm X (4OOL, 660L, 840L) Anchor Chart: Biography
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. Muhammad Ali: Fighter In and Out of the Ring (480L, 720L, 830L)

@® Comprehension questions for each passage set

Color coding of answers to encourage students to use

text evidence
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@® Historical Figure Biography Project

@® Quote Analysis Activity
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Biographies

ROL ) Visua Text Features Name: ———--—-
vhammad Ali: Fighter in and out of the Ring

Cassius Marcsllus Clay, Jr. wos born o January 7,
|2, He Ived in Louisvile, Kentucky Cassius was one of six
hidren. He was nomed affer his father. Cassius father was

A ufter a politician and abalitionist Cassius was a

¢ daves. Many of his ancestors were from
—ised him in the Baptist religion Cassius
1 qegregation. The unfai™

set Cassius. This deeply

bt a thief

o
Muhammad All In 1967
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essie died o |
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Langston Hughes

dughes was a famous poet
St what it was like fo be o

+vican in the early 1900s. His
14 Black people feel proud of

ture and experiences:

parents got a dorce when he ves
i o lved with his morn i Kaneoe: e
- moved with hs dad fo Ohio. Ths
where he started writing. e wrote stories
<= when high school.
when he was in igh 7% A photograph of Langston from 2

\ Bridges

Ruby Bridges was the first Black child
1o go fo an dli-white school in the South
She was very brave: Her sforY s important

fo history.

Ruby Bridges was born it a5, She
ved in Tylertown, Mississipp She lived with
her parents and four sibling> Ruby lked

learning new things:

At that time, schools
were segregated. This means
fhere were separate schodl®
for Black and white studente
Courts ruled that schools

Date: ———

Hughes was born on February \, 1902

Langston's grondmother

played alarge role in hie life. Hie
grandmother valued education.
<ncouraged Langston o reod
T 1921, Hughes went to Colar
University. He left after onf
didn't have the money for
Langston moved o Washf

He did different jobs 50/

1o write. He wrote his f
posms. Tt was called 7

Blues Tt came out in A
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ight
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At just 12 years
old, Ethel began singing
gospel music at
churches across the
country. In 915, she
moved to Harlem Ethel
performed as a
chorus girl on
Broadway. She quickly

became famous for

Etheiwd @

* 4 Biographies

 Mix of influential

people from history

and present day

Wide range of
people from civil
rights,
entertainment,
sports, and more!
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Differentiated Levels

Name:

Bessie Coleman

Langston Hughes

Passages are Lexile leveled and
d iffe re n1. iqll-ed o n 3 Ieve Is. uv:t;::ad Ali: Flgthterlnond out of iher Ring

[ ———

qusqges span Z“d — 51h Ethel Waters
Complexity bands.

Ruby Bridges

Levels span 420L-1010L
LEXILE

Date:

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was an
important person. He won the Nobel Peace
Prize. We honor him with a holiday. King spent
his life working for equality.

King was born in 1929, He grew up in

Georgia. Back then, segregation kept white and

Black people separate. King was a strong

student. His early life prepared him to be a

leader for civil rights. He knew segregation was

wrong. He spent a summer in the North. He saw

different races living together in peace. King

read the works of Gandhi. This taught him

about peaceful protest. Being a preacher ; y

deepened his faith f X | B2
King's experiences made him a great leader. He helped lead a group called the

NAACP. Tt worked for the fair treatment of Black people. In 1955, he led a bus

boysott in Alabama. King traveled the country to speak against injustice. He inspired
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QUESTIONS T =

|. What can you learn from the caption in the photo of the postage stamp?
a. Bessie flew a plane in 1922

Bessie earned her pilot license in France.

b.
c. Bessie wore goggles while flying planes.
d.

The stamp has a value of 32 cents.

chffOIded questions increqse in 2. Which is the best definition of the word adversity as it's used in the fext?
5 a  Hardship
complexity

b. Bravery
c. Stress
d  Luck

Mulltiple ChOice qnd Sho r‘t qnswer 3. How did Bessie solve the problem of not being able to go to flight schoal

in Arnerica?
a She fought for her rights, and they let her attend.
She went to college instead.

. . o b.
Variety of comprehension skills ¢ She moved fo France
d

She learned how to fly planes without a license.

Y. Which adjective describes Bessie and her ability to never give up on her

Rigorous and research-based b
- . . etermine
approadch to questioning

b. Brave
c. Thoughtful
d.  Intelligent

COIOP COded qnswe rs encou rage D. Bessie was nicknamed, "Brave Bess.” Describe the time in her life when you feel Bessie was the
5 bravest. TS
students to use text evidence ) S |
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ANCHOR CHART

 Anchor chart to
teach biography
enre

» Use to introduce
dassages and
iography poster

Lo .

Historical Figure Biography Project

atures Name:

ad Ali: Fighter in and out of the Ring

lus Clay, Jr. was born on January 17,
vile, Kentucky. Cassius was one of six
ed after his father: Cassius’ father was
an and abolitionist. Cassius was a
Many of his ancestors were from
fised him in the Baptist religion. Cassius

racial segregation. The unfair

n Americans upset Cassius. This deeply

was twelve years old, he caught a thief

cycle. Cassius threatened to fight him. A
his. The officer told Cassius that he

ox Cassius watched boxing on television. He was inferested in the sport

Muhammad Al in 1967

g with a trainer

Biography
A Biography is a text, written to inform the reader about a real

person.

A Biography should

Share facts in chronological order
Be narrated by an author who is not the person
featured

Include the author’s analysis of the person

ELEMENTS OF A BIOGRAPHY

CHILDHOOD CHALLENGES TRAITS LEGALY
ERD
NG % .
When and where What obstacles did Physical What was their
were they born? they overcome? Character impact?
Family What How would you  How will they be
Education events/people describe them? remembered?

shaped them?

TEXT FEATURES YOU MIGHT ENCOUNTER:

Dialogue/Quotes Dates and Locations Timelines

May 4th, 1967 il

\'\ " i Kansas City “jrf%:; )(

(440L) [

Martin Luther ng, Jr.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was an
important person. He won the Nobel Peace
Prize. We honor him with a holiday. King spent
his life working for equdlity.

King was born in 1929, He grew up in
Georgia Back then, segregation kept white and
Black people separate. King was a strong
student. His early life prepared him to be a
leader for civil rights. He knew segregation was

wrong. He spent a summer in the North. He saw

amateur boxing in 1954, He fought against a local boxer. Cassius won. He
. He won many titles. He won a gold medal in the 1960 Summer Olympics
was 100 wins and 5 losses.
e o professiondl boxer in 1960. He beat many famous boxers. He was
ngry in the boxing ring. At age 22, Cassius won the title of Heavyweight
d his name fo Cassius X. Later, Cassius joined the Islam religion. He
Muhammad Al

the war in Vietnam Al refused to join the army. On April 28, 1967, Ali's

': taken aNui His boxmi license was suspended. Ali was convicted of

Courts ruled that sc
needed to d
was chosen o
that had been segregated. She
was six years

parents faced

Many

students at sch

children. Ruby

Ruby Bridge

Ruby B

o an all-white sc

She was very brave. Her

A photograph of Ruby in 20

Id. Ruby’s

gry people.

people didnt want Black

ools with white

arents sent
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BIOGRAPHY POSTER

« Students select one Black
History figure to study.

?1
Historical Figure
Biography Poster
Rubric

« Students use templates and
graphic organizer to create a
biography poster.

 Includes suggested graphics.

« Students present their poster
to teach their classmates.

 Hits writing and speaking and
listening standards! ~A
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Historical Figure |
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|

Rubric
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presentation st
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Biography Poster
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S l ‘ ' nsuffictent
I 'e & aventsfor 223"
7 events for /5t |
. ey | Mo explanation or discusson %
| e St .WN\ u how the figure is remem
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Quality and Neatness

Rubrics allow
for student self

assessment
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EXTENSION

* Quote analysis
activity

« Can be added to
poster presentation
as dn extension

* Includes eye-
catching graphics

~A
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WHY IT WORKS

Teach your students about Black History
through the stories of inspirational figures.

Differentiated to meet dall students’ needs

Hits reading, writing, and speaking and
listening standards

Engaging and self-directed. Can be used
as a classroom or at-home project!

Use reading passages throughout the year
to reinforce reading comprehension skills.

~A1
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Mare:

Jesse Owens

Jesse Owens was a famous runner. He

won 4 gold medals in the Olympics. He was one
of the best runners in history. Some of his
records have not been broken. He is a role
model for determination.

Jesse was born in [93. His family was
very large and poor. He liked studying and
running. His classmates nicknamed him “the
secret weapon.” His sports performance often
surprised others. Jesse was a valued teammate.
In CO”egE, I'be won uwurds 'Fol‘ I"unm'ng JESSE
kept training so he could gain speed.

\E

Photo of Jesse Owens in M36.

He joined the US. Olympic Team in 1936.

Jesse was one of the first Black people in
the Olympics. Black Americans were trected
unfairly for a long time in the South. Black
Americans did not have the same rights as
others. Some people doubted his athletic
ability. They thought his skin color would limit
his success.

Jesse faced racism during his life. He
was treated differently because of his skin
color. At the Olympics, other runners and
reporters were mean to him Jesse was not
able to run in some Olympic events. He was

forced to stay in separate hotels.

Name:

Jesse Owens

JEEEC OWEHS was 'FcrnOuB For runnﬂlng
track and field. In the 1936 Olympic games, he
won Y gold meals. He was a very talented
athlete and role model. He still holds some of
the highest Olympic records today. He is a role
model for determination and grit.

Owens was born in Alabama in [9I3. He
had 10 brothers and sisters, and his family was
very poor. As a boy, he enjoyed running and
worked hard in school. Jesse was @ much
faster runner than many of his classmates. His
classmates nicknamed him “the secret
weapon.” His sports performance often
surprised others. Jesse was a valued
teammate.

Photo of Jesse Owens in 1936.

He studied at Ohio State
University and won awards for
running. In [936, Jesse joined the
US. Olympic Team. He won gold
meddls in the 100- and 200-meter
dashes. He dlso earned a medal
for the 400-meter relay and long
Jjump events. Jesse was African
American and served as a role
model for the world and the
people who cheered him on in the
Olympics.

jump at the 1936 Summer Olympics.

Name:

Jesse Owens
Jesse Owens was one of the most famous
track and field athletes in history. He won 4 gold
medals at the 1936 Olympic games, which was a

record that still stands foday. He was an incredible
athlete and an amazing role model.

Jesse Owens was born in Alabama in [913. He
was one of |0 children, and his family was very
poor. From a young age, he showed great promise
as an athlete. He was so fast that his classmates
nicknamed him “the secret weapon.” Jesse worked
hard in school and became an excellent runner. He
won a track scholarship to Ohio State University,
where he became a national champion.

Photo of Jesse Owens in 936.

Jesse worked hard and
eventudlly earned a spct on the US.
Olympic Team in 1936. At the Olympics,
he made history when he won gold
medals in the 100-meter dash, 200-
meter dash, Y00-meter relay, and long
jump events. His incredible
performance stunned the world and
of fered hope to millions of African
Americans who were struggling for
civil rights at the time.




AND ANOTHER PEEK
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Nelson Mandela Rosa Parks Name: Date: y Langston Hughes Narme: Date:
Answer the folowing questions. Underlne the ltext evidence in the color indicaled. IF there is not a crayon next o the question, you Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. IF there is not a crayon next 1o the question, you
will noed 1o infor the - You } still book for fext evidk %o halp you infor: will noed fo infir the  You chodd otll look for fext 1o help you infer: Answer the following questions. Underline the fext evidence in the color indicated. If there is not a crayon next fo the
— - question, you will need to infer the answer: You should still look for text evidence o help you infer.
. Which of these best states the main idea of the text? _red O ) |. Which event best completes the chain of events? Y )
a.  Nelson Mandela helped Black people gain civil rights in South Africa. o ™y |. Why was the year 1926 such an important year in Langston’s life? )Ilji_ ) ]
lack | — .
b.  Racism is a global problem that everyone must work to end. Parks was Americans a  He won an award for his writing about racism.
c.  South Africa had a harder time ending segregation than the United States did “JE?'Ed ona bw::HEd ? The b:"';“” b. 'He wrote “The Weary Blues” and pecple recognized him as a poet.
ontgomery e ende:
d.  The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Nelson Mandela in 1993. bus Mertgomery c. He wrote "I Too” and people recognized him as a poet.
buses
r—— d. He graduated from Columbia University.
2. Which organization opposed the African National Congress? _orangs ) ) a. Parks refused to give up her seat.
a. Black peop|e in South Africa who had been removed from their homes b. A court found segregation iHeguL 2 Which statement can be inferred from par‘dgruph 59
b.  Nelson Mandela’ f theid fighters s sy siness
ison Mandela's graup of apgiie'c Tidrrer @ The bus system went out of businase a.  Hughes believed people should be proud of their culture.
c.  The South African government for most of the 1900s d. The NAACP was formed to fight discrimination
b.  Hughes believed you have to have money to be successful.
d.  The US. governmert;, which was ending segregation
2 Why.was Rosd Parks airested? — ) c.  Hughes believed you have to have a college degree to be successful.
3. How did giving Black people the right to vate affect the first election in South Africa? a. She threatened to start a boyeott of the bus system d  Hughes believed you have fo be famous to participate in S8R rights.
a. The government passed apartheid laws. < ]'a Challaw > l b She escaped from slavery when it was still legal
b. The president warked with Mandela fo earn the Nobel Peace Prize. c.  She sat in the front of the bus instead of the back. 3. Which family member had the greatest influence on Langstor’s life?
c.  Pecple vated to end apartheid. d.  She wouldn't give up her bus seat o a white person. a His dad
| i b, Hi
d The first Black president wadBlig-ted. 3. Based on the text; which is the best definition of discrimination? ]l],;-"\;_.”;wj ] s m.om
a. unfair treatment a  His wife
4. How are the words segregation and apartheid related fo one another? ]HC?”‘T‘H' ) b walking to arkior school d His grandmother
a.  Apartheid is a solution fo segregation ) & standing dp for what is right
b.  Segregation causes apartheid. d.  being arrested Y What caused Langston to leave Columbia University after one year?
¢ They have opposite meanings. — a  His parents got a divorce.
) : . o ]'pf_ areen ) )
d.  They have the same meaning 4 What is the relationship between paragraphs 6 and 7 [ b, He traveled o Africa
E “eotboRt cod comtr ek c.  He moved with his dad to Ohio.
5. What is the overall organizational structure of the text? How can you tell? b, cause and effect d  He didn't have enough meney for college.
c.  problem and solutien
d. past and present i i
[ . 5. Using text evidence, tell TWQ ways Langsten used his writing fo show his )ﬂ("ﬂua"') l
b3 N A A
5. Summarize Rosa Parke' role in ending segregation bl l— belief that everyone should have equal rights.
:.:-' o /’ - e
* o ., . ., L
)
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CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

* ®d/3rd

MName: Date:

Historical Figure Biography Project
Graphic Organizer

iHisToricaI Figure
Name: Date of birth:

Place of birth: Date of death:

Optional

e
Timeline

Date:

| How are They_ What was their

remembered? impact? Fun Facts

Name: Date:

AV4 A4 N

Historical Figure Biography Project
Extension Activity

Directions: Compare and contrast the historical figure you presented with a different
historical figure presented by one of your classmates. Note the similarities and
differences.

Ist Historical Figure:
Similarities

2md Historical Figure:

What are the most significant similarities between your historicd figure and the 2nd
historical figure you chose? Why are those similarities importart?

A A

n
Biography
A biography is a text written to inform the reader about a readl

person.

A biography should . . .
share facts in chronological order.
be narrated by an author who is not the person
featured.

include the author’s analysis of the person.

ELEMENTS OF A BIOGRAPHY

CHILDHOOD CHALLENGES

TRAITS LEGALY

BN

When and where
were they born?

What obstacles did Physical
they overcome?
Family What

Education

What was their
Character impact?
How would you How will they be

events/people describe them? remembered?

shaped them?

TEXT FEATURES YOU MIGHT ENCOUNTER:
Dates and Locations

May 4, 1967
Kansas City

Dialogue/Quotes

({4 »

X
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AND THIS!
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