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WHAT'S INSIDE?

@® M Biography passages, differentiated on three levels to

span readers from 2"-5* grade

@® Comprehension questions for each passage set

Color coding of answers to encourage students to use

text evidence
Biography anchor chart
@® Historical Figure Biography Project

@® Quote Analysis Activity
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4 Biographies
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Ellen Ochoa is an aerospace engineer. She is a former astronaut. Ellen

Hispanic woman to go to space.
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Differentiated Levels
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Passages are Lexile leveled and
differentiated on 3 levels.

@‘i’

Ellen Ochoa

Passages span 2"d — 5th
Complexity bands.

Date:

Name:
Gloria Steinem

Name:

I. E X I L E Malala Yousafzai s

>

Levels span 420L-1100L

(&

Name:

Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo de Rivera was born Magdalena Carmen
Frida Kahlo y Calderén. She was born on July 6, 1907, in
village named Coyoacan. Tt is outside of Mexico City. Her

a
o
o
=

Farher woslalCerman pheeararhect isnametwas
Guillermo Kahlo. Her mother, Matilde, was mestiza. She
had an Indigenous fathen and a Spanish mother: Fridalhod (i

three sisters and two half-sisters.

Frida had a sad childhood. Her parents were often
sick. They did not have a healthy marriage. Her
relationship with her mother was difficult. At the age of
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QUESTIONS

« Scaffolded questions increase in
complexity

« Multiple choice and short answer
 Variety of comprehension skills

 Rigorous and research-based
approadch to questioning

« Color Coded answers encourage
students to use text evidence

~A

R
A
K

Frida Kahlo Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence In the color indicated. If there is not a crayon
next to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should look for text evidence o help you Infer.

. What was a silver lining to Frida's bus accident in 19257 ]lD Cred > ,
a. It inspired Frida to paint again.
b. Frida healed very quickly.
c. The doctors who treated her inspired Frida to continue her training.
d.  Frida redlized she needed to improve her behavior at school.

2 Which character trait best describes Frida in paragraph 3? ]'D Corongs> '
a. Defiant
b. Wel-behaved
c.  Outspoken
d.  Extroverted
3. How does paragraph 9 help the reader understand the change in ])'i:l e '

Frida's relationship as described in paragraph 10?7
a. Paragraph 9 shows Frida and Diego despised one ancther.
b. Paragraph 9 shows Frida and Diego remained friendly and eventually remarried.
c.  Paragraph |0 shows Frida and Diego reunited at her father’s funeral.
d.  Paragraph |0 shows Frida went into severe depression after their divorce.

Y  What was the result of Frida moving back to her childhood ]'I"‘F_ ) '
home in Mexico? =
a. Frida’s painting technique became more advanced.
b. Frida gained the confidence to entertain and had many parties.
c. The Louvre purchased Frida’s painting, La Casa Azul
d.  Frida's health improved drastically.

5. Using evidence from the text, explain how Frida's father supported ]lD T '
her art career throughout her life.

\ B Hqt((m
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 Anchor chart to
teach biography
genre

 Use 1o infroduce

passages and
biography poster

Historical Figure Biography Project

With this project, students will have the opportunity to select a historical figure of impact
to study closely. Using their leveled passage, students will create a poster fo present
before the class highlighting the important dates, moments, notable details, and impact of

their chosen historical figure's life.

—000——

Biography

A biography is a text written fo inform the reader about a real

person.

A biography should . . .

* share facts in chronological order.

* be narrated by an author who is not the person
featured
include the author’s analysis of the person.

ELEMENTS OF A BIOGRAPHY
(tLpttoop CHALLENGES TRAITS

When and where What obstacles did Physical What was their
were they born? they overcome? Character impact?
Famnily What How would you How will they be
Education events/people describe them? remembered?
shaped them?
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BIOGRAPHY POSTER

Students select one Women's
History figure to study.

Students use templates and
graphic organizer to create a
biography poster.

"Ml the end of The day.we can
end i

ure much more than we fhinc
we

Includes suggested graphics. e -\ P —

Students present their poster
to teach their classmates.

Hits writing and speaking and
listening standards!
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ASSESS

Includes rubrics
for poster and

presentation e

Biography Poster
Rubric

Aligned 1.0 e 000, hese -

Historical Figure: Feida Kha le

Wri.l.ing qnd Timeline

5 events for 224/3<
7 events for 4"/5th 1 5 / 2

Speq k i ng and Photo. or c.irawi_ng of the
listening -
standards

572

Additional details 4 / 2

Quality and Neatness 2 /2

Score:_€.5 /8

Rubrics allow
for student self
assessment

. wiy
ko, ‘W&"w %

3
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EXTENSION

Quote analysis o W e
activity
Can be added to

poster presentation

as dn extension

Includes eye-
catching graphics

~A
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WHY IT WORKS

Teach your students about Women's
History through the stories of inspirational
figures.

Differentiated to meet dall students’ needs

Hits reading, writing, and speaking and
listening standards =
Engaging and self-directed. Can be used
as a classroom or at-home project!

Use reading passages throughout the year
to reinforce reading comprehension skills.

~A
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Name:

Malala Yousafzai

Malala Yousafzai is a Nobel Laureate. She is an activist for the rights of girls. She is an
icon in Pakistan. She was born on July 12th, 1997 She was born in Mingora Swat Valley, Pakistan.
Her father is Ziauddin Yousafzai He was an educational activist. He ran a private school for
girls. Malala worked hard in school. She read a lot. e m -

The Taliban regime took control of
her country. Malala was Il years old. They
stopped girls from going to school They
had strict rules. They stopped education
for women. Malala spoke out. People
noticed. A documentary entitled “Class
Dismissed” was released. It featured
Madlala. She was nominated for the
International Children's Peace Prize in
2001

In 2012, Malala was hurt. A Taliban
attacked her way on her way home from
school. Maldla survived. She was taken fo
a hospital in England. She returned home l - o
in 2013. Malala Yousafzal at Girl Summit 20
Malala’s story inspired people. She got attention around the world. She was an
advocate for human rights. Malala got awards. She received a Doctor of Civil Law from
Oxford University in 20l4. She became a UN Messenger of Peace. She won the Nobel Peace
prize in 20M. She was only 16. She is one of the youngest Nobel laureates ever.

Malala continues to speak about equal access to education. She specks around the
world. She founded the Malala Fund. Tt is dedicated to empowering young women. She also
wrote I am Malala This book tells about her journey. She serves as co-chair at GAVI
Alliance. GAVI Alliance provides vaccines against deadly diseases. They push for every child
to get healthcare. They also push for primary schocling opportunities for children

| everywhere.

Name:

Malala Yousafzai

Malala Yousafzai is a Nobel Laureate. She is an activist for the rights of girls around
the world. She is an icon in her native Pakistan. She was born on July 12th, 1997, in Mingera
Swat Valley, Pakistan. Her father Ziauddin Yousafzai was also ‘an educational activist. He ran a

private school for girls. Malala was very passianate about her studies. She read extensively

about topics such as geopolitics and human rights issues.

The Taliban regime took contrel when Malala was Il years old.
| They banned girls from attending school. They enforced strict rules
that limited her access fo education. Despite the difficulties posed
by this oppressive rule, she continued to speak out publicly against
their policies. This earned her international attention. A
documentary entitled “Class Dismissed” was released by the BBC in
2009. It featured Maldla’s activism against the Taliban’s

restrictions on women's education. This eventually led to her being /.
nominated for the International Children’s Peace Prize in 20l Malala Yousafzai

In 2012 Malale was shot by a Taliban while returning home from scheol. Fertunately, she
survived the attack. She was taken to Birmingham, England for medical treatment. She
recovered over several months before eventudlly returning home in 2013

Mdlala’s story inspired people throughout the world. She received international
attention as an advocate for human rights and gender equality. She received numerous
awards for her activism. She was awarded a Doctor of Civil Law from Oxford University in
20M. She become a UN Messenger of Peace with a special focus on Girls' Education in 2017,
She won the Nobel Peace prize in 20M. She was only 6. She is one of the youngest Nobel

laureates ever.

Malala continues to advocate for equal access to education. She participates in many
speaking engagements. She founded the Malala Fund. It is dedicated to empowering young
women across the world. She also wrote books including I am Malala. The book chronicles her
journey of resilience. It discusses her attempted assassination due to championing girls' right
to education. In addition, she serves as co-chair at GAVI Alliance. GAVI Alliance focuses on |

X

providing vaccines against deadly diseases. They advocate for every child fo receive basic

health care services. They also advecate for primary schooling opportunities regardless of 2

hical boundaries.

Name:

Malala Yousafzai

Malala Yousafzai is @ Nobel Laureate. She is an activist for educational opportunities for
girls arcund the world and an icon in her native Pakistan. Malala was born on July 12th, 1997, in
Mingera Swat Valley, Pakistan. Her father, Ziauddin Yousafzal, was also an educational activist.

He ran a private school for girls in their hometown. Growing up, Malala was very passionate
about her studies. She read extensively about topics such as geopolitics and human rights

issues.

The Taliban regime fook control of the Swat
Valley when Malala was only Il years old. At this point,
they banned girls from attending school and enforced
strict rules that limited her access to education.
Despite the difficulties posed by this oppressive rule,
she continued to speak out publicly against their
policies. This earned her international attention. A
documentary entitled "“Class Dismissed” was released
by the BBC in 2009 featuring Malala’s activism against
the Taliban's restrictions on women's education. This
eventudlly led fo her being nominated for the

International Children’s Peace Prize in 20l Malala Yousafzal

In 2012, Malala was shot by the Taliban while returning home from school. Fortunately,
she survived the attack. She was taken to Birmingham, England for medical treatment. She

recovered over several menths before eventually returning home in 2013.

Malala’s story inspired people across Pakistan and throughout the world. It propelled
her onto the international stage as a formidable advocate for human rights and gender
equality through education. She received numerous awards for her activism. She was
awarded a Doctor of Civil Law from Oxford University in 201H. She become a UN Messenger
of Peace with a special focus on Girls' Education in 2017. She won the Nobel Peace Prize
dlong with Kailash Satyarthi in 204 at age 16. She is one of the youngest Nobel la

G
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AND ANOTHER PEEK

| Annle Dodge Wauneka Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence In the color indicated. If there i not a crayon
next to the question, you will need to Infer the answer. You should look for text evidence to help you Infer-

L Which supports the idea that Annie had a strong connection to her culture?
a.  She attended Haskell Institute in Lawrence, Kansas.
b.  She received a Presidential Medal of Freedom
c.  Annie went on fo attend school at Fort Defiance Indian School.
d.  She received awards from local tribes recognizing her commitment fo preserving history
and cultural heritage through oral storytelling for at-risk youth.

2 According to the text, which organization was Annie involved in that
made an impact for the greatest amount of time?
a  Navajo Tribal Council
b.  Navgjo Health Authority
c.  An interracial program at Haskell Institute
d.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)

3. What would be the best subtitle fo support paragraph 2?
a  Annie's Later Life
b.  Annie's Education
c.  President of the Navgje Tribal Council
d.  Preventing the Spread of Infectious Diseases

4  Why was Annie’s work with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
so impactful?
a  She worked to prevent the spread of infectious diseases like tuberculosis.
b.  She won the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
c. It dllowed her to become an elected member of the Navajo Tribal Council
d. It improved access to quality hedlthcare services throughout tribal lands located within
Arizona and New Mexico.

5. If Annie had never attended the Haskell Institute, do you think she would
have had such an impressive |egucy? Why or why not?

Ellen Ochoa Name: Date:
Answer the following questions. Underdine the text evidence In the color indicated. If there is not a orayon
next to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should look for text evidence to help you infer.

| &= 1

. How are paragraphs 4 and 5 connected?
a  They sequence her missions in order.
b. They share a problem and solution of different missions.
c.  They tel the cause-and-effect relationship of missions.

d  They pose questions and answers about the missions.

2 What was the effect of the mission aboard the
Diseovery Space Shuttle?

a  We learned clues about our universe's origins.

b She installed structures info the ISS (International Space Station).

c.  She studied atmospheric conditions through atmospheric chemistry experiments.
d. Her robotic arm movements were docked by the ISS.

3. Which is the best subtitle to support paragraph 62
a  Ellen’s Education
b.  Life After Space Missions
c.  Selected for the NASA Astronaut Program
d.  Exploring Space

'B('_ﬁn;n B '

Y. Ellen spends her later life encouraging young girls who want to be '
astronauts. Which life evert shows that Ellen broke gender barriers?
a.  She went aboard Columbia Space Shuttle for the STS-66 mission which revolved around
studying atmospheric conditions.
b.  She was the first Hispanic woman to be selected for the NASA astronaut program.
c. She earred a Bachelor of Science degree in physics from San Diego State University
d.  She became Director of Flight Crew Operations at Johnson Space Center.

])II;Z_ blue ‘

| =2

5. Paragraphs 4 & 5 are similar because they're both about space
missions. Justify why the details are different about the same topic.
Use fext evidence.

| ol Praleo

Maria Tallchlef Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is not a crayon|
next to the question, you will need fo Infer the anewer. You should look for text evidence to help you Iinfer.

| What is meant by the phrase, “stepped out of her comfort zone"

as used in paragraph 2?
a  Took steps for the first time.
b. Moved to a new place.
c. Tried something new to her.

d  Continued dancing.

2 Which character trait best describes Maria in paragraph 5? )':n(_:'g,u,@'@ ,
a  Frustrated
b. Kind-hearted
c.  Annoyed
d  Brave

3. Where did Maria meet George Balanchine?

W= )

a  New York City
b Oklahoma

c. New York City
d. Los Angeles

Y4 If a photegraph was added to support paragraph 3 which weould ]'I‘ Cgreen> '
be the most fitting?
a A phetograph of Maria en a rural Osage Indian Reservation with her family.
b. A photograph of Maria as the prima ballerina in the New York City Ballet.
c. A photograph of Maria giving a class at The School of American Ballet.
d A photograph of Maria receiving the National Medal of Arts Award.

5. If you were Maria, which achievement would you be more proud of:
joining the New York City Ballet OR receiving the National Medal of
Arts Award? Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.

| o0k Bl
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CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

* ®d/3rd

MName: Date:

Historical Figure Biography Project
Graphic Organizer

iHisToricaI Figure
Name: Date of birth:

Place of birth: Date of death:

Optional

e
Timeline

Date:

| How are They_ What was their

remembered? impact? Fun Facts

Name: Date:

AV4 A4 N

Historical Figure Biography Project
Extension Activity

Directions: Compare and contrast the historical figure you presented with a different
historical figure presented by one of your classmates. Note the similarities and
differences.

Ist Historical Figure:
Similarities

2md Historical Figure:

What are the most significant similarities between your historicd figure and the 2nd
historical figure you chose? Why are those similarities importart?

A A

n
Biography
A biography is a text written to inform the reader about a readl

person.

A biography should . . .
share facts in chronological order.
be narrated by an author who is not the person
featured.

include the author’s analysis of the person.

ELEMENTS OF A BIOGRAPHY

CHILDHOOD CHALLENGES

TRAITS LEGALY

BN

When and where
were they born?

What obstacles did Physical
they overcome?
Family What

Education

What was their
Character impact?
How would you How will they be

events/people describe them? remembered?

shaped them?

TEXT FEATURES YOU MIGHT ENCOUNTER:
Dates and Locations

May 4, 1967
Kansas City

Dialogue/Quotes

({4 »

X
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