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Ways to Use Task Cards

1. Centers
2. Scoot: Pass out one card for each student. Set a timer and say, 

“scoot!”  when the timer goes off. Students move seats to the next 
card. They continue to rotate until they are back at their original seat. 

3. Scavenger Hunt: Hide cards around the room. Students search for 
cards and answer them. 

4. Jenga: Number Jenga blocks. Students stack the blocks, then take 
turns pulling blocks. Students answer the corresponding number card. 

5. Whole class practice: Teacher displays card on the projector. Students 
answer on mini whiteboards. 

6. Exit Tickets: Give each student a task card at the end of the lesson. 
Have them answer on a sticky note.



Lucien stared at the list of chores his dad had given him. It had everything 
from “rake the leaves in the yard” to “wash both cars.” He’d have to spend his entire 
Saturday on this list, but it would be worth it when his dad handed over the extra 
allowance Lucien had begged for. Then, he’d be able to buy the new pair of soccer 
cleats he wanted so badly. 

He worked hard all day. The yard was leafless. The cars were spotless. 
Lucien had done every chore with care, and his dad was pleased. When that money hit 
Lucien’s palm, he did a victory dance around the driveway. Dad offered to drive him to 
the sports equipment store to get the cleats. 

“Okay,” Lucien said. “But don’t get the car all dirty. I just cleaned that thing!”  

Which shows the correct sequence to summarize the story?
a. Lucien does chores, he buys cleats, he earns extra money.
b. Lucien buys cleats, he does chores, he earns extra money.
c. Lucien has a list of chores, he does the chores, he earns extra money.
d. Lucien has a list of chores, he earns extra money, he does the chores.
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Anna set her pack down and gazed up to the treetops. A chorus of birds 
sang a happy morning tune to her. Walking in the woods at sunrise was her favorite 
thing to do. No other people were around. She had the woods to herself. If she walked 
quietly, Anna was often treated to a concert from the birds. She lowered to sit on a 
boulder. She enjoyed the birdsong while writing in her journal. She snapped a few 
pictures of the morning mist that hung over the lake. A group of ducks rippled the 
water as they swam. Anna then picked up her pack and continued on her hike. When 
she came upon a Great Blue Heron on the shore, she watched it until it spread its 
huge wings and took to the skies. Sometimes, Anna wished she was a bird living in the 
forest too. 

Which sentence best summarizes this story?
a. Anna gets lost hiking in the woods.
b. Anna writes in her journal while listening to birdsong.
c. Anna goes hiking at sunrise to enjoy the birds.
d. Anna takes pictures of the lake and ducks. 

“It’s him! It’s really him!” Charlie jumped up and down. The line to meet his 
favorite author had been all the way out the door. He’d finally made it inside the 
bookstore and had gotten a quick peek at the author. Charlie couldn’t believe he was in 
the same space as the man who had written the coolest characters he’d ever read. 
He had reread the books many times. They were the best stories.

When he finally made it to the table where the author sat, every question 
Charlie had wanted to ask flew out of his head. He could barely say his name when the 
author asked. “I like your books,” he finally managed to say. 

“I like your shirt.” The author stood and slid off his jacket. He was wearing 
the same T-shirt as Charlie! That unlocked Charlie’s mind, and his questions tumbled 
out. The author answered every one, and Charlie made the memory of a lifetime.

What is Charlie’s main challenge in this story?
a. Charlie can’t stand waiting in lines.
b. Charlie is too afraid to speak to his favorite author.
c. Charlie doesn’t know which book to read next.
d. Charlie can’t find the right section in the bookstore. 

Christy glared at the peas on her plate. They were tiny things, but they 
were the reason she was still seated at the table. She had to finish them if she 
wanted dessert. Dessert was Gran’s brownies – Christy’s favorite. Her brother was 
already enjoying brownies. He’d inhaled his peas. Why couldn’t she do the same?

Because peas are gross! Their outsides were all wrinkled. Their insides were 
pure mush. She should have eaten them with the other food. 

Her brother let out a yummy noise as he ate a second brownie. If she didn’t 
act fast, there would be no more brownies left. That made Christy shovel peas into her 
mouth. She barely chewed and then swallowed. Two more times and the peas were 
gone. She reached for a brownie and took a huge bite. The nasty taste of peas was 
replaced by chocolaty goodness.   

What is Christy’s problem in this story?
a. Christy was still seated at the table.
b. Christy’s brother is making yummy noises.
c. Christy is too full to finish her dinner.
d. Christy doesn’t want to eat the peas on her plate.
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Terms of Use
How Can I Use This Resource?

• Use this resource personally or with your own children
• Use this resource in your own classroom with your students.
• Provide this resource to your students to use at your instruction.
• Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
• Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the sole purpose of 

instructing your students.
• Share with your students via a secure document portal or electronic learning 

platform that requires individual user verification and limits access to only the 
students in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom)

• Review this resource with others with the sole purpose of recommending it to 
others for purchase, provided you share one of the links below:

© Copyright 2023. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is granted to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies 
to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only available to students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible 

to the general public is strictly forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com for commercial licensing 
information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see 

the most up to date Terms of Use at https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of-use.

• Share with others to use personally.
• Share with others to use in another classroom. 
• Print or copy any page(s) and distribute them to other teachers or 

other classrooms.
• Publish or host online in a manner where any of the material is 

accessible to anyone who is not a student in your own classroom., 
including but not limited to personal, classroom, or district websites 
that are accessible to the general public. 

• Use this resource commercially (e.g. Outschool).
• Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this product to anyone in 

manner inconsistent with these terms of use. 

https://magicorelearning.com/  
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and promote student success. 
Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a classroom setting. If you need to use this resource 

with more than one teacher and/or across multiple classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can 
purchase additional licenses by visiting your TPT “Purchases” page and then selecting “Download Additional Licenses” or by 

contacting me at julie@magicorelearning.com.
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