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Geometry in the world is an exciting unit in first grade. By now, students 

have a strong grasp of geometry, and this unit provides them with the opportunity 

to take what they have learned in class and give it a real-world application. By 

being able to identify geometry out in the world, students will solidify their 

understanding while growing their critical thinking skills. 

This unit begins with students reestablishing their understanding of 2D 

and 3D shapes. They will begin by looking at real-world objects and identifying what 

2D or 3D shapes they resemble. Then, the unit will have students work first on 

explicitly sorting real-world objects by their 2D shape match, and then they will 

repeat this work with 3D shapes. An important facet of this unit is taking the 

learning beyond images and into identifying geometry in real, tangible objects. 

Through this unit, students are provided opportunities to identify real-world objects 

by their 2D or 3D shapes, and they are also challenged to find 2D and 3D shapes 

represented in the classroom around them. 

Students will be able to accurately identify real-world objects by their 

2D or 3D shapes and recognize geometric shapes within those real-world objects. 

Students will also successfully sort and categorize real-world objects based on 

their geometric shapes. 

Geometry in the World
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Geometry in the World
Day 1: Introduce the concept of discovering geometry in the real world

Mini Lesson: Introduce the purpose of the lesson today: to review the shapes we know and 
begin identifying them in the real world.
• Introduce the unit vocabulary and review all 2D and 3D shapes.
• Introduce the Geometry in the World Song.
• Remind students of the work they have done in geometry. Remind them of the 2D shapes 

and 3D shapes they know. Review by showing a few shapes and asking students to identify 
them. 

• Explain that today, we are going to begin looking for these shapes out in the world. 
Everything has a shape, and by using what we know about 2D and 3D shapes, we can 
identify them in the world.

• Introduce the Geometry in the World Anchor Chart. 
• Go through each 2D and 3D shape on the chart; also ask students to name an additional 

real-world item that they can think of that matches each shape. 

Guided Practice: Show students the problems on the Day 1 Guided Practice poster. As a class, 
look at the real-world shape and identify which shape on the slide goes with the real-world 
shape. 
Independent Practice: Students complete the “Real-World Shape X-Ray” Worksheet or the 
challenge worksheet, “Real-World Shape Identification” Worksheet. 

Day 2: Identify 2D shapes in the world

Mini Lesson: Introduce the purpose of the lesson today: to identify 2D shapes in the world.
• Review the unit vocabulary and watch the Geometry in the World Song.
• Review the Anchor Chart.
• Explain to students that they will be identifying 2D shapes in the world.
• Show students a circle. Model walking around the classroom and finding a real-world 

object in the shape of a circle. Model again with a square.
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Day 3: Identify 3D shapes in the world

Mini Lesson: Introduce the purpose of the lesson today: to identify 3D shapes in the real 
world.
• Review the unit vocabulary and watch the Geometry in the World Song.
• Review the Anchor Chart.
• Remind them of the work they did yesterday with the 2D shapes. 
• Explain that today they will be doing the same type of work, but this time with 3D shapes. 
• Show students a cone. Model walking around the classroom and finding a real-world object 

in the shape of a cone. Model next with a rectangular prism. 

Guided Practice: Show students a sphere. Tell students that they will have 30 seconds to find 
an example of a sphere in the classroom and bring it to the carpet. Repeat with a cylinder. 
You can also choose to have students stay seated and just use their eyes to identify and then 
share. 

Independent Practice: Students complete the “Real-World 3D Shape Color Sort” Worksheet. 

Day 2 continued . . .

Guided Practice: Show students a rectangle. Tell students that they will have 30 seconds to 
find an example of a rectangle in the classroom and bring it to the carpet. Repeat with a 
triangle. You can also choose to have students stay seated and just use their eyes to identify 
and then share. 

Independent Practice: Students complete the “Real-World 2D Shape Sort” Worksheet. 

Day 4: Identify 2D and 3D shapes in the real world

Mini Lesson: Introduce the purpose of the lesson today: to identify 2D and 3D shapes in the 
real world.
• Review the unit vocabulary and watch the Geometry in the World Song.
• Review the Anchor Chart.
• Explain and teach the “Mystery Shape Shopper” Game. 
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Day 5: Review

Mini Lesson: Introduce the purpose of the lesson today: to identify 2D and 3D shapes in the 
real world.
• Review the unit vocabulary and watch the Geometry in the World Song.
• Review the Anchor Chart.
• Explain and teach the “Real-World Shape Clip” Game.

Guided Practice: Students work in pairs or small groups and play “Real-World Shape Clip” 
game. 

Independent Practice: Students complete the “Identifying Real-World Shapes” worksheet. 

Day 4 continued . . .

Guided Practice: Students work in pairs or small groups and play the “Mystery Shape 
Shopper” Game.

Independent Practice: Students complete the mini-book. 

Day 6: Geometry in the world

Mini Lesson: Introduce the purpose of the lesson today: to identify 2D and 3D shapes in the 
real world.
• Review the unit vocabulary and watch the Geometry in the World Song.
• Review the Anchor Chart.

Guided Practice: Students complete the problem solver. 

Independent Practice: Geometry in the World Quiz.
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Geometry in the World
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Geometry is everywhere
You’ll see it here and you’ll see it there
Shapes really are anywhere
There’s geometry in the world

Now a watch has a circle
And a letter a rectangle
A picture frame can be a square
And a pizza slice a triangle

Take a look at a beehive
You will see hexagons
There are so many shapes to find
If you just look hard enough because

Geometry is everywhere
You’ll see it here and you’ll see it there
Shapes really are anywhere
There’s geometry in the world



Geometry in the World
We can find geometric shapes in the world around us; you just 

have to look closely! Most shapes are 3D, but they have 2D faces.
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Day 1 Guided Practice 
Look at these real-world objects. Identify the correct 

geometric shape!

The Ferris wheel has what 2D 
shape as a face?

The ice cream cone is what 
3D shape?

The beach ball is what 3D 
shape?

The sandwich slice has what 
2D shape as a face?
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Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Real-World Shape X-Ray
Directions: Look at the real-world object and the X-ray machine next to it. Color in the 

correct geometric shape that represents the real-world shape. 

1. Color the correct 3D shape. 2. Color the correct 2D shape of 
the object’s face.

3. Color the correct 2D shape of 
the object’s face.

4. Color the correct 3D shape.

5. Color the correct 3D shape. 6. Color the correct 2D shape of 
the object’s face.
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Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Real-World Shape Identification
Directions: Write the name of the correct 2D or 3D shape that the real-world object resembles.

1. What 3D shape does 
this object resemble?

2. What 2D shape does 
this object’s face 
resemble?

3. What 2D shape does 
this object’s face 
resemble?

4. What 3D shape does 
this object resemble?

5. What 3D shape does 
this object resemble?

6. What 3D shape does 
this object resemble?

7. What 2D shape does 
this object’s face 
resemble?

8. What 2D shape does 
this object’s face 
resemble?

9. What 3D shape does 
this object resemble?

Word Bank: rectangle rectangular prism hexagon cube

sphere cone circle cylinder triangle



©Julie Bochese

Nam
e: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Re
a

l-W
o

rld
 2D

 Sha
p

e
 So

rt
Directions: Cut out the objects. Sort them

 and glue them
 under their correct 2D face shape!
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Directions:
Cut out the object and sort it under the correct 2D face 

shape.
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Directions:
Cut out the object and sort it under the correct 2D face 

shape.



Directions:
Cut out the object and sort it under the correct 2D face 

shape.
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Directions:
Cut out the object and sort it under the correct 2D face 

shape.
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Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Real-World 3D Shape Color Sort
Directions: Look at all the real-world objects. Sort them by coloring them based on their 

3D shape.

cylinder cube cone

rectangular prism sphere
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Mystery Shopper
Directions:
1. Print all the image shape cards.
2. Print out player checklist for up to 4 players.
3. Cut out and laminate. 
4. Put all the shape cards and checklists into a large Ziploc bag. 
5. Students can play this game in pairs or in small groups of up to 4. 
6. This game is essentially a game of memory, but students have to check items off 

their shopping list as they make a match. 
7. Cards will begin flipped image side down and students will take turns flipping over 

two cards at a time to try and get a match. If they get a match, they have to 
check the item off their shopping list and then it is the next player’s turn. If 
they do not get a match, they flip the cards back over and it becomes the next 
player’s turn. The player that has the most items on their shopping list at the 
end of the game wins. 

Label

Mystery Shopper

Directions: Check off all the items on your shopping list by 
matching the real-world objects to their 2D or 3D shape.
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By: ____________________

Date: __________________
©Julie Bochese

Identify real-world objects as geometric 
shapes



Geometric shapes are al l  
around us.
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By using what we know about 
2D and 3D shapes, we can 
identify the shapes of real-
world objects.

Square

Cone

Hmm . . . It is 3D, has 1 vertex, 1 circular face, 
and a curved edge. It must be a cone! 

Hmm . . . The face is 2D, has 4 vertices, 4 equal 
sides, and straight edges. It must be a square! 
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L o o k  a t  t h e  r e a l -
w o r l d  o bj e c t .  C i r c l e  

t h e  c o r r e c t  
g e o m e t r i c  s h a p e !

Circle the correct 3D shape. Circle the correct 2D face shape.

Circle the correct 2D face shape. Circle the correct 3D shape.
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Real-World Shape 
Clip

Directions:
1. Print all the image shape cards.
2. Cut out and laminate. 
3. Put all the shape cards into a large Ziploc bag with enough clothespins for each 

card to have one.
4. Students can play this game individually, in pairs, or in small groups. 
5. Students will look at the card with the real-world object and place a clothespin 

clip on the geometric shape that matches the real-world object. 

Label

Real-World Shape 
Clip

Directions: Determine which geometric shape matches the 
real-world object by clipping it. 



Face

Face

Face
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Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Identifying Real-World Shapes
Directions: Look at all the real-world objects. Draw a line connecting the real-world shape 

to the name of their correct geometric shape.

circle

rectangular 
prism

cylinder

triangle

cube

square

Face

Face

Face



Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Problem Solver
Solve the word problems. Identify the geometric shape.  

1. Lloyd found a rock. It has zero vertices and zero edges. It is 
a closed shape and curved. What type of 3D shape is it?

2. Savannah has a candy that has 6 vertices, 6 sides, and 
straight edges. What type of 2D shape is this candy’s face?

©Julie Bochese



Terms of Use
How Can I Use This Resource?

• Use this resource personally or with your own children.
• Use this resource in your own classroom with your 

students.
• Provide this resource to your students to use at your 

instruction.
• Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
• Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the 

sole purpose of instructing your students.
• Share with your students via a secure document portal 

or electronic learning platform that requires individual 
user verification and limits access to only the students 
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

• Review this resource with others with the sole purpose 
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided 
you share one of the links below:

© Copyright 2023. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is granted 
to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only available to 

students assigned directly to the purchaser. Using this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is strictly 
forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com for 
commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at 
https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of-use.

• Share with others to use personally.
• Share with others to use in another 

classroom. 
• Print or copy any page(s) and distribute 

them to other teachers or other 
classrooms.

• Publish or host online in a manner where 
any of the material is accessible to 
anyone who is not a student in your own 
classroom., including but not limited to 
personal, classroom, or district websites 
that are accessible to the general public. 

• Use this resource commercially (e.g. 
Outschool).

• Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this 
product to anyone in manner inconsistent 
with these terms of use. https://magicorelearning.com/  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and 
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a 

classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple 
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by 

visiting your TPT “Purchases” page and then selecting “Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting 
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.
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