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Multiple choice and short
answer

Preps students for state
testing

Rigorous and research-
based approach to
questioning
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ASSESSMENTS
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levels
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ALIGNS TO SCIENCE OF READING

Research shows that wide reading has the A Our passages provide that essential variety
biggest impact on student reading progress. of fiction structures and topics.

Students need scaffolded Our texts help students grow full-
instruction to access steam ahead. With certified Lexile
grade level texts. Without levels in the Common Core text

it, students are not \_2 complexity band, students will 1007%

exposure fo linguistic and engage with appropriate text and

textural features, putting sentence structures, vocabulary,

them further behind. and more. Plus, every passage
provides teachers with opportunities

- to scaffold instruction.
Fun fact! From 2nd grade on, !

students make greater reading gains
when taught from texts that are as leveled to master grade-levell_ ="~
much as two grade levels above o] expectations and set students

their “instructional” reading level. up for success.
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AND ANOTHER PEEK

Story Element Interactions Name:

950L

Game Ready
“You're getting better out there on the court, Lyle!”

I glance over my shoulder and find David leaning against the bank of
lockers behind me. "Thanks, man, but I'm still not sure I'm ready for our first
game.” I don't want to let our team down when everyone has worked so hard.

David rubs the towel hanging around his shoulders against his wet hair.
“Just bring everything you've got come game day. If each player does that, the
display case near the principal’s office will be filled with a sweet collection of
basketball trophies this year.”

I shrug into my T-shirt. “*I'm glad it will be a home game so we can start
off with full stands of roaring fans at least. Want to come over and watch some
footage of last night’s NBA game?” We like to dissect what happens in these
games to improve our own performance, not that David needs a ton of
improvement. I'm the weak link on the team.

“Sure. Can we maybe study a little for that English quiz too?” David asks
as he loads up his own backpack. “I'm not sure I entirely understand those
poems we read this week, but I'll bet you do.”

“Yeah, no problem,” I say, "but I have
to pop upstairs to my other locker to grab
my English notebook.”

“Okay, let's go.” David slams his
locker shut and we both head for the
stairs.

It's pretty quiet on the second floor
with school aver and most extracurricular
activities wrapped up for the day. We arrive
at my locker, but when I open it, the loud
squeak of sneakers against a basketball
court floor blasts David and me.

“Where is that coming from?” David turns in a circle, but it’s clear to me
that the sound originates from my locker.

I push aside a hoodie I have hanging inside, and my mouth drops cpen at
what I see instead of the locker’s normal back panel.

“Is that . . .?” David peeks over my shoulder.

“Last night’s NBA basketball game being broadcast inside my locker?
Yeah.” But when I reach my hand out, expecting to touch a screen, my entire
arm gets sucked into the game. I let out a yelp and yank my arm back.

saed e

| Story Element Interactions Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. What is unusual about the setting of this story? dll & L]
a. It takes place at a basketball stadium.

b. Some of it takes place through a portal in a boy’s high school locker.

c. Some of it takes place in a high school locker room.

d. It takes place at an NBA basketball game.

. Which statement best summarizes the plot of this story? I &= ] |
a. Two high school athletes get sucked into @ world of magic and mayhem.

b. Famous athletes visit a high school to inspire students to play sports.

c. Two boys get the basketball practice of a lifetime with a little supernatural help.
d. High school basketball stars show off for their adoring fans.

. Describe two emotions the main characters, Lyle and David, experience due to the setting
they find themselves in. Why do they have these reactions? Use text details to support

your response. == ]

il Story Element Interactions Name:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A: What is Lyle’s problem in this story? ale=sTl ]

. He lacks the confidence to believe they can win their first basketball game.
. He can't make it to their first basketball game because of a family event.

. He is afraid of getting hurt during their first basketball game of the season.
. He is upset that his family won't be attending the game to watch him play.

Part B: Which quote from the text below best supports the answer to Part A?

. “Thanks, man, but I'm still not sure I'm ready for our first game.” (paragraph 2)

. "Want to come over and watch some footage of last night’s NBA game?” (paragraph
4)

. “Just in case getting back isn’t as simple as going in.” (paragraph 14)

. “Somehow, both of us play our ultimate best and score for our team.” (paragraph
24)

5. How does the setting of this story contribute to solving Lyle’s problem? Provide text

evidence to support your answer. afE& ]
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CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

Story Element Interactions Name:

1000L

| Story Element Interactions Name: Date:

Never Let Go

The engine of the small prop plane made a sickening, metallic screech, and
Miranda dug her fingers into the seat beneath her. The plane shook, and while
she was no stranger to turbulence, it was an entirely different experience when
she was aboard what amounted to a toy plane, and below her was nothing but
rainforest in all directions.

That rainforest was becoming closer by the second as the prop plane
struggled in the air.

"What's happening up there?” Miranda’s father asked the pilot.

"The engine’s seized,” the pilot said, and Miranda did not appreciate his
honesty at this moment because she’'d been hoping for a dont worry,
everything’s fine sort of reply.

"Can you land?” her father asked, a heavy dose of concern in his voice.
“I'm looking for a clear spot, but it's dense down there.”

Miranda risked a glance out the window beside her seat, and all she saw
was a green carpet of treetops. It looked soft and cushiony, but she knew tree
trunks and branches were just under all those leaves, waiting to impale the
aluminum foil that was the exterior of this ridiculous plane.

“I'm sorry,” her father said beside her as he
rubbed his temples. "You didn't want to come on
this trip and I'm so sorry I forced you.”

He should be sorry because Miranda had
planned her entire summer around art camp and
hanging out with her friends. There had been
pool parties on her schedule, helping Mrs.
Williams next door in her garden, and even a
little paid work babysitting Mr. Simone’s three-
year-old twins.

Was any of that happening, though? No. Instead, her father, the
magnificent Doctor Benjamin Lawson, had mandated this trip to the Amazon
rainforest. He was in the middle of a huge study about the healing properties of
plants and had gotten a research grant to spend the summer wandering the
jungle.

"This is a huge opportunity for you,” he'd said when he‘d announced this
trip at dinner two weeks ago. "How many kids your age get to spend the
summer in the jungle?”

The answer to that question is most likely zero because kids her age didn't

g wite

A r the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. Who are the main characters in this story? al<= ]

a. a girl and her father

b. a girl and her friends

c. a scientist and his colleagues
d. a pilot and his co-pilot

2. Which word best describes the tone the setting creates at the beginning of this story?
. e ]
a. suspicious
b. tense
c. nostalgic
d. light-hearted

3. How does the external setting help the main characters solve an internal problem they

have between them? Use details from the text to support your answer. KiliE==3 .|

;| Story Element Interactions Name:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A: What can you infer about the relationship between the girl and her father before her

mother left them? aleceIl ]

. They never really understood each other.

. They used to be close and did fun things together.

. ‘They had always been fighting with each other.

. They gave each other the silent treatment all the time.

Part B: Which quote from the text below best supports the answer to Part A?

a. “You didn"t want to come on this trip and I'm so sorry I forced you.” (paragraph 8)

b. "..most likely zero because kids her age didn‘t want to spend the summer in the
jungle away from all their friends and carefree fun.” (paragraph 12)

c. "Do you remember when we went to that carnival, and you took me on that ride
that spun in a circle so fast we felt as if we were being pressed like grilled cheese
sandwiches in a sandwich maker?” (paragraph 25)

. “Miranda wiggled their hands, knowing this may not be the summer she’d planned,
but she looked forward to it anyway.” (paragraph 43)

5. How would the character relationships be different at the end of the story if the prop
plane hadn’t run into engine trouble but instead landed normally in the rainforest?
Include details from the text to support your response.
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DON'T FORGET THIS!

||30L Story Element Interactions Name:

Claimed

Henry poked at the fire in the middle of their camp after all the men had
chosen spots on the beach and had drifted off to sleep. The temperatures here
were far milder than what he had become accustomed to in Britain, but the fire
was not for warmth. It had been used to cook the fish William and Charles had
caught, but Henry kept it going now to fend off the inky darkness and the
unknown.

From the little time they had explored upon coming ashore, this new land
the expedition had found was nothing more than beach and forest. Henry had
no knowledge of what inhabited those woods either, but if he stayed vigilant by
the light of the fire, he would at least have a chance to warn the others if
something beastly encroached upon their camp.

They had spent grueling months sailing across the ocean, and Henry had
constructed this illusion in his mind of arriving at a city of gold or something
equally as impressive. To have landed here where the only thing that greeted
them had been relentless giant mosquitoes was a grave disappointment. Why
would the king want to claim such a land devoid of any value?

Henry had embarked on this voyage to do
something courageous or honorable, preferably
both. His father had died in war, and his name
was always said with such reverence, so Henry
sought that same admiration and respect.

“Are you unable to sleep?”

Henry looked up to see William standing
beside him and nodded.

William grunted and lowered to sit on a log ,
in front of the fire. "I was fatigued, but then I o
kept thinking of how we have traveled for
months and months only to end up here.” He
threw his arms out to his sides, a disappointed expression on his face that
encapsulated exactly how Henry felt too.

“It appears as if the trip was for naught,” Henry said, “and I do not see
how there can be anything worthwhile here.”

“There is certainly not an entire city of gold anywhere,” William agreed,
reaching for the stick Henry had and stabbing at the fire himself.

Henry opened his mouth to reply, but a loud snap from the forest made
both young men freeze.

William stood, brandishing the fire-poking stick-like sword, while Henry

‘| Story Element Interactions Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. What is the setting of this story? LiliE<=3
an unknown tropical island

an explorer's ship

Great Britain

Spain

2. What emotion does the island cause Henry and William to feel at first?

anger
jealousy
disappointment
loneliness

3. How does the appearance of native people on the beach affect the actions and emotions
of the explorers? Include text details to support your answer. =3

| Story Element Interactions Name:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

HIE<ESR) I

Part A: How do the native people feel about the explorers?

. They believe the explorers are their enemies.

. They consider the explorers important guests.

. They are afraid of the explorers and their weapons.
. They are jealous of the explorers.

Part B: Which quote from the text below best supports the answer to Part A?

a. “A series of more snaps sounded and numerous dark shapes emerged from the tree
line.” (paragraph 12)
b. "The older man who stood at the front of the group furrowed his dark brow then
tapped his lips and shook his head.” (paragraph 22)
. "He drew a group of circles on one of the land masses, placed his palm on his
chest, then pointed toward the trees.” (paragraph 23)
. “The native people gave the explorers food and drink and invited them into their
circular homes...” (paragraph 30)

5. Discuss how the character of Henry changes as the plot develops throughout this story.
Provide text evidence to support your response. dl &= L]
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UPGRADE THEIR SKILLS!

The THEME AND CENTRAL IDEA Unit
Contains:

* 12 Printable Lexile Leveled Reading
Comprehension Passages

Anchor Charts

Rigorous comprehension questions for
edch passage

Assessment Passages and Question

Prepares students to determine a theme
or centradl idea of a text
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