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12 FICTION PASSAGES

Learn in color! Visual cues
reinforce text evidence.

Teachers can quickly
check student work.

Variety of genres to spar

Dive into literary texts
including realistic, historical,
and fantasy.

comprehension AND curiosity.
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ALIGNS TO SCIENCE OF READING

Research shows that wide reading has the > | Our passages provide that essential variety
biggest impact on student reading progress. of fiction structures and topics.

Students need scaffolded Our texts help students grow full-
instruction to access steam ahead. With certified Lexile
grade level texts. Without levels in the Common Core text

it, students are not \2 complexity band, students will 1007%

exposure fo linguistic and engage with appropriate text and

textural features, putting sentence structures, vocabulary,

them further behind. and more. Plus, every passage
provides teachers with opportunities

- to scaffold instruction.
Fun fact! From 2nd grade on, ! e

o
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students make greater reading gains Lead the way! Our texts are [:=immrmz i
when taught from texts that are as leveled to master grade-levell: -
much as two grade levels above o _Jj expectations and set students

their “instructional” reading level. up for success.




TAKE A PEEK

INFERENCING & EXPLICIT ANALYSIS

Readers cite specific evidence from the text to support their analyses and
inferences of a text.

INFERENCING & EXPLICIT ANALYSIS

Let’s Try! Read the passage “A Forest Surprise” below, then answer the
questions on the graphic organizer.

TEXT BACKGROUND INFERENCES

CLUES KNOWLEDGE | = Reasonable guesses
What you B | ‘about a text that the
What the author

writes in the text already know from author doesn’t
life experience explicitly state

“We’ll throw the
biggest party this
neighborhood has

ever seen when

Tom gets home

from the Army,”

Megan’s mom said.

Families have
celebrations to
honor people they
are proud of and to
welcome home
people they missed.

Megan’s family was
proud of Tom’s
service and were so
happy to have him
home again.

To support analysis and inferences of a text:

1. Carefully read a text.

2. Combine what the author explicitly states in the text with your background
knowledge to infer something about the text. For example, you can make
inferences about characters, setting, plot, and theme. Go beyond surface-level
observations to dive deeper into the text in your analysis.

Cite evidence from the text to support your analysis and inferences. Evidence may
include specific details, quotes, or examples.
Summarize your thoughts about the text by clearly stating your analysis or
inference, citing text evidence, and discussing why your interpretation is
reasonable.
When citing text evidence, use sentence stems such as:
According to the text... In the text, it states...
The author/text stated... From the reading, | know that...
One example from the text... On page__, | noticed...
On page___, it says... Based on the text...
Based on what | read in the text... The text explicitly states...

Prince Eugene wandered through the forest on his horse, Newton. He
was rarely cut by himself because his parents always insisted on an escort.
Was he supposed to have an escort right now?

Technically, yes.

Had he tricked his guards into helping some villagers with an
overturned cart and then slipped away while they were otherwise engaged?

Also yes, but sometimes a prince needed a few moments to himself. A
moment without someone constantly monitoring his every move. A moment
to just be a young man and not the heir to the kingdom's throne.

Newton waded into a shallow stream, bending his head to catch a quick
drink, so Prince Eugene didn’t urge him on. Perhaps his horse needed a
moment to himself as well.

When the horse was done drinking, the pair continued across the water
and onto a path that cut through the woods. They came upon a lovely estate
with the most beautiful gardens surrounding a small cottage tucked under
the trees like a little surprise waiting in the forest.

"My mother would love a bouquet of those flowers,” Prince Eugene said
to Newton, nudging the horse in the direction of a hardy patch of tall
sunflowers. He slid his dagger from his waist, and just as he touched the
blade to the stem, a horrible beast galloped into the garden, stirring up a
cloud of dust in its wake.

The monster had the horns of a ram and the face of a wolf, sharp teeth
filling its mouth. It stood upright on two massive hind legs that looked like
those of a muscled lion, and its torso and arms resembled that of a great
black bear. An elaborately embroidered vest that at one time must have been
one of the finest in the kingdom covered its chest.

“How dare you attempt to steal my precious blooms!” the beast
bellowed, its speech slightly garbled by its fangs. "They do not belong to
you!”

"But I am Prince Eugene, and surely you can spare some flowers for
Queen Charlotte.”

The prince put his blade to the sunflower stem again, but the beast
lashed out a clawed hand, slicing through the sleeve of Prince Eugene’s tunic.

“Maim one of my flowers and I shall maim you!” the beast roared.

i

— INFERENCING & EXPLICIT ANALYSIS |

Fill in the graphic organizer to make inferences about the text and cite text
evidence to support your thinking.

Iin the text: What know: inference made:

+

— /N /

linfer that

I believe this because the text states

My background experience tells me

Therefore, | think
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AND ANOTHER PEEK

q30|_ Inferencing & Explicit Analysis Name:

Antiquing
Mandy wandered toward the antique shop, her grandmother meandering
along just ahead of her. This shop hadn’t been at the top of Mandy’s list of places
to visit today while on their trip to the pier, but Gran had insisted on doing some
antiquing.

“Just a quick spin to see if they have anything new since the last time I was
here,” Gran had said.

"Isn’t everything old in an antique shop?” Mandy had asked.

“Such a comedian.” Gran opened the door of the shop and nudged Mandy
inside.

Mandy’s first thought had been that there was way too much junk crammed
into the shop. Every available surface was covered by some little trinket, and she
didn't know where to focus her eyes first in the mess.

“Good morning, ladies!” a man with a long, white beard and black-framed
glasses had said from behind the register area.

“Howdy, Paul!” Gran had given the man a cheery wave before rolling up her
sleeves to get serious about her hunt for antiques.

Now Gran labored over a display of
teacups, picking up various ones as if testing
how they’d feel if she was actually drinking tea
out of them.

Mandy drifted deeper into the shop,
expecting to reach the back of it but
continuously finding that it stretched on for
quite a distance. She kept her hands in her
pockets, semi-afraid to accidentally knock
something off its precarious perch and
reducing it to countless bits when it crashed to
the floor.

When she reached a display of odd bottles, however, her hands
instinctively came out and landed on one that was the loveliest shade of
turquoise. She lifted it with a hand on the curve of the neck and one at its
bulbous base, making sure she had a solid grip on it. She took her sleeve and
rubbed it along the glass where it looked as if writing was displayed, but it was
hard to read.

(o]

A purplish vapor wafted from the bottle, and Mandy almost dropped it
when the transparent form of a young man about her age appeared in front of
her.

Inferencing & Explicit Analysis Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. What is explicitly stated in the text about the antique shop? SlIE<=3] |
It has valuable items for sale on its shelves.

It is crowded with too many items arranged in a messy way.

It has a shop owner who knows much about antiques.

It is located in a busy shopping area with lots of traffic.

2. What evidence from the text supports that Mandy might be clumsy? Il @@ [ ]

a. “This shop hadn’t been at the top of Mandy’s list of places to visit today while on
their trip to the pier..”

b. "Mandy drifted deeper into the shop, expecting to reach the back of it but
continuously finding that it stretched on for quite a distance.”

c.  "She kept her hands in her pockets, semi-afraid to accidentally knock something
off its precarious perch.”

d. "She took her sleeve and rubbed it along the glass where it looked as if writing
was displayed, but it was hard to read.”

3. What can you infer about Mandy as a character from the types of wishes she makes? Cite
specific evidence from the text to support your inference. all&® )

Inferencing & Explicit Analysis Name:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A: What does Aaiken’s reaction to Mandy seeing him suggest about him?
dliec ]
a. He has a sense of humor.
b. He is confused by her reaction.
c. 'He wishes she didn't touch his bottle.
d. He is desperate to get out of the shop.

Part B: Which piece of evidence from the text supports the answer in Part A?

a. "..it shall be my greatest pleasure to grant you three wishes...”

b. "Do you see monkeys riding unicycles?” the young man asked.

c. "..I've been waiting for a very long time for someone to free me.”

d. T will become fully visible and a part of this world after you make this last wish...”

5. What conclusions can you draw about the antique shop based on information in the
story? Use text details to support your conclusions.

raecl
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CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

Inferencing & Explicit Analysis Name:

1080L

The Truth About Pyramids

Dylan typed as fast as he could as Doctor Maddison spoke, but he felt as
though if he even breathed, he would miss a word. The archaeologist was all
fired up about her most recent find in the Egyptian pyramid, and it was Dylan’s
job as her intern to capture all her brilliant thoughts for the book she was
writing.

Dylan had dreams himself of becoming a world-famous archaeologist, so
getting to accompany Doctor Maddison on this dig was the best situation he
could have hoped for. After this internship was completed, he hoped to ask
Doctor Maddison for a recommendation so he could get into a special program
that set him on track to meet all his career goals.

All he had to do was keep Doctor Maddison happy and right now that
involved him typing like a madman while she dictated her thoughts.

It had been exciting to be right there when
pyramid. A scout had gone into the passageway, 5=

“Further evidence indicates the existence of an entirely new sublevel of the
pyramid,” she said as Dylan typed. /q
Doctor Maddison's team had found an unknown ' f e
passageway that descended deeper into the H’: 7
confirming there was a network of chambers ]
below.

“We’'ll come back fresh tomorrow morning,”
Doctor Maddison had said because it was late, and
everyone was exhausted from a day of
investigating. Dylan understood her decision, but
he was dying to see what was in that secret level
of the pyramid.

Thirty minutes later, Doctor Maddison wrapped up her dictation, and Dylan
set her laptop on her desk.

"Get a good night’s sleep, Dylan,” she said as he made his way to the door
of her command tent, “because we're going to make history tomorrow.”

Dylan reached his tent and collapsed onto his cot, falling immediately
asleep and dreaming of the treasures to be found deep in that pyramid where
no one had set foot before.

When morning came, Dylan rose with the sun and was ready to head back
to the pyramid before anyone else. He passed the time by cooking up a camp
breakfast so the team would be well-fueled for the day ahead.

Doctor Maddison was the first to emerge from her tent, and she accepted

&1

P g

il Inferencing & Explicit Analysis Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. What does the text explicitly state is Dylan’s career goal? <3 |
to become an archaeologist

to study extraterrestrials

to build pyramids

to become an author

2. What can be inferred about Doctor Maddison fram this text quote?

(e[ |

Dylan had dreams himself of becoming a world-famous archaeologist, so
getting to accompany Doctor Maddisen on this dig was the best situation he could
have hoped for.

a. - Doctor Maddison is just beginning her career as an archaeologist.
b. Doctor Maddison doesn’t enjoy mentoring new archaeologists.

c.. Doctor Maddison believes the pyramids should not be disturbed.
d. DoctorMaddison is a well-known and respected archaeologist.

3. What can be inferred about the extraterrestrials discovered in the lower level of the
pyramid? Provide evidence from the text to support your inference. ([ @&

‘| Inferencing & Explicit Analysis Name: Date:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A: What can be inferred about Dylan’s attitude about seeing the lower level of the
pyramid from this quote? die=I1 ]

When morning came, Dylan rose with the sun and was ready to head back to
the pyramid before anyone else.

a. He doesn’t need much sleep to have a great deal of energy.

b. He is anxious about what they will find in the pyramid’s lower level.
c. He is eager to see what is hidden in the newly-discovered level.

d. He doesn’t want the team to leave him behind because he overslept.

Part B: What additional quote from the text supports the answer in Part A?

a. "Dylan reached his tent and collapsed onto his cot..”

b. "He passed the time by cooking up a camp breakfast...”

c. “Yes, Doctor,” Dylan said. "I thought about the pyramid all night.”
d. “It was, of course, an archaeologist’s job to ask questions...”

5. What conclusions can be drawn about Doctor Maddison’s team? Cite evidence from the
text that will most strongly support your analysis. dalas L
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UPGRADE THEIR SKILLS!

The INFERENCES & EXPLICIT ANALYSIS
NONFICTION Unit Contains:

12 Digital and Printable Lexile Leveled
Reading Comprehension Passages

Anchor Charts

Rigorous comprehension questions for
edch passage

Assessment Passages and Question

Prepares students to cite evidence to
make inferences
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