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Skill-focused, scaffolded
questions

Multiple choice and short
answer

Preps students for state
testing

Rigorous and research-
based approach to
questioning
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ANCHOR CHART

« Anchor chart breaking down
words and phrases in nonfiction

 Practice passage and warmup
activity sheet

 Use to infroduce the skill

« Students reference throughout
the unit

« Use in student journal as a
reference

BN

Meaning of Words and Phrases

words and phrases as they are usedina \

}‘ K termine the meaning of
y hen analyze how those factors

Xt by considering several factors. They tl
impact the text’s meaning and tone.

Figurative Language
|dentify metaphors, similes, hyperbole,
personification, onomatopoeia, idioms,
and alliteration.

Context Clues
Use the surrounding text to make
sense of unfamiliar words.

Analogies
Recognize comparisons to
explain ideas.

Connotations
Consider the cultural/emotional
associations of words.

Phrases

Allusions
Identify references to other
texts or famous works.

Technical
Terminology
Identify vocabulary words unique
to the subject matter.

Avuthor’s Purpose and

Word Choice
Is the author writing to persuade,
inform, or entertain?

Synonyms/Antonyms
Explore words with similar and
opposite meanings.

To determine the meaning of words and phrase
1. Carefully read the text.
2. Consider the factors named above when enc
phrases in the text.

3. Ask:

*  How does this word/phrase impact
How does this word/phrase impact
How do word choices affect the reat

What feelings does the word/phrase

What message is the author trying to ¢
Summarize your thoughts about the new word or ¥
text overall.
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The Chilean Desert Miner Rescue

Rescue workers practice a dry run with one of the capsules
that will be used to liberate the trapped miners at the San Jose

|

as they are used in the text.

Word/ i
Phrase netoay

Context clues around
the word/phrase

Connotations
of the word/phrase

Are any of the
following used?

If so, how?

- figurative
language 5

- andlogies
| « aillusions

«+  synonyms
‘ - antonyms

Is this word/phrase
a technical term
for the topic?

Persuade Y_inform
Author’s purpose
for using the

How do you know?
word/phrase

Entertain

word/phrase e onte nd
means in context : colities S

What the N9 Picures With a camer

'Meaning of Words and Phrases |

Fill in the graphic organizer to determine the meaning of words and phrases |

How the word/phrase
L affects the tone posthiVe and encouy

of the text
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Meaning of Words and Phrases |
Readers determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are usedina |
text by considering several factors. They then analyze how those factors |
impact the text’s meaning and tone. ‘

Figurative Language
Identify metaphors, similes, hyperbole
personification, onomatopoeia, idioms,
and alliteration

Context Clues
he surrounding text to make
of unfamiliar words;

Analogies
Recognize comparisons to
explain ideas.

Connotations
Consider the cultural/emotional
associations of words.

« Classroom tested! Trusted by
over 1,000 teachers... and
countingl.. To help students
grow their reading skills

Words
ind

ai
Phrases

Allusions
Identify references to other
texts or famous works.

Technical
Terminology

f ulary words unique

ibject matter.

Avthor’s Purpose and
Word Choice

Is the author writing to persuade,

inform, or entel

Synonyms/Antonyms
Explore words with similar and
opposite meanings

To determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text:
Carefully read the text.

i
‘ 2. Consider the factors named above when encountering unknown words and
phrases in the text
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ALIGNS TO SCIENCE OF READING

Research shows that wide reading has the A Our passages provide that essential variety
biggest impact on student reading progress. of fiction structures and topics.

Students need scaffolded Our texts help students grow full-
instruction to access steam ahead. With certified Lexile
grade level texts. Without levels in the Common Core text

it, students are not \2 complexity band, students will 1007%

exposure fo linguistic and engage with appropriate text and

textural features, putting sentence structures, vocabulary,

them further behind. and more. Plus, every passage
provides teachers with opportunities

- to scaffold instruction.
Fun fact! From 2nd grade on, !

students make greater reading gains
when taught from texts that are as leveled to master grade-levell_ ="~
much as two grade levels above o __Jj expectations and set students

their “instructional” reading level. up for success.




TAKE A PEEK

Meaning of Words and Phrases

Readers determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text by considering several factors. They then analyze how those factors
impact the text’s meaning and tone.

Figurative Language
Identify metaphors, similes, hyperbole,
personification, onomatopoeia, idioms,

and alliteration.

Context Clues
Use the surrounding text to make
sense of unfamiliar words.

Analogies

Recognize comparisons to
Words gnize comp
explain ideas.

Connotations
Consider the cultural/femotional
associations of words. and

Phrases

Technical Allusions
Terminology Identify references to other
Identify vocabulary words unique texts or famous works.
to the subject matter.

Author’s Purpose and
Word Choice

Is the author writing to persuade,
inform, or entertain?

Synonyms/Antonyms
Explore words with similar and
opposite meanings.

To determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text:

Meaning of Words and Phrases

Let’s Try! Read the passage “Picture This” below, then answer the
questions on the graphic organizer.

Carefully read the text.
Consider the factors named above when encountering unknown words and
phrases in the text.
Ask:
How does this waord/phrase impact the meaning of the text?
How does this word/phrase impact the tone of the text?
How do word choices affect the reader’s comprehension of the text?
What feelings does the word/phrase evoke in the reader?
What message is the author trying to convey to the reader?
4. Summarize your thoughts about the new word or phrase and how it impacts the

We live in a world that is dominated by images. A scroll through social
media sites delivers a cornucopia of eye candy for viewers, showing just how
visual we are as a species. Taking up photography as a hobby can be
rewarding and a chance to experience the world as the art that'it is. The
good news is that it doesn't take a Herculean effort to begin dabbling in
photography with the ability to use the smartphone camera you probably
already have in your pocket.

There are many benefits to getting involved in photography. First of all,
it allows you to tap into your creative side. Finding subject matter to
photograph, experimenting with different arrangements, and playing with
lighting sources all require you to think in ways outside of the everyday
routine. You can communicate ideas, feelings, and narratives through images
as a form of self-expression. This new well of creativity will make you more
curious as you seek out ways to expand your photography fun.

Many people find photography to be a stress-relieving, therapeutic
activity. As you focus on capturing moments with your camera, you will be
distracted from your daily worries and experience a more relaxed state.
Doing photography as a hobby, rather than as a career, will leave the money-
making aspect of taking photos out of the equation. You can use photography
as a source of comfort instead of income.

Capturing memories is another feature of photography that appeals to
many and is seen as a benefit. Special moments, events, and experiences
will be forever preserved in photos. They become little treasures that can be
enjoyed again and again. Documenting your life through photography allows
those precious memories that happen in our lives to be collected for
safekeeping in a tangible form.

Photagraphy also encourages you to explore new places to find subject
matter of interest. Perhaps you decide to take pictures of North American
wildflowers. This sparks a road trip to investigate the fields and meadows
and the natural beauty they contain. Maybe you want to capture small-town
living in your photos. This prompts visiting different small towns to collect
their charm on camera. Possibly you like food. Very much. You then decide to
eat in every 5-star restaurant you can find and catalog your experiences with
photos. The possibilities of what you can explore are endless.

Finally, pursuing a hobby like photography can lead to personal growth.
You can take classes to master different techniques to improve your skills.
You can join photography clubs where you connect with people who have the

Meaning of Words and Phrases

Fill in the graphic organizer to determine the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in the text.

Word/
Phrase

Context clues around
the word/phrase

Connotations
of the word/phrase

Are any of the
following used?
If so, how?

- figurative
langvage
analogies
allusions
synonyms
antonyms

Is this word/phrase
a technical term
for the topic?

_ ___ Persuade ______Inform Entertain
Author’s purpose
for using the
word/phrase

How do you know?

What the
word/phrase
means in context

How the word/phrase
affects the tone
of the text

text overall. el Bk |1
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AND ANOTHER PEEK

qBOL Meaning of Words & Phrase Name:

Hybrid Animals

Hybrid animals are born when two different
species or subspecies of animals breed. This can
occur in the wild. More often than not, however,
it is the result of intentional or accidental
breeding by humans. Hybrid animals may be
created in zoos and breeding facilities. Often
conservation or preservation are the main goals,
but this practice raises ethical concerns. Many
times, the animals that are created have
physical aspects that make them unable to
thrive outside of captivity. Most hybrid animals
are sterile. They can't produce offspring of their
own.

Making hybrid animals was originally done
to create a desired physical trait or behavior in
an animal. A combination of physical and
behavioral traits from both parent species is evident in hybrid animals. The
combination can sometimes produce a stronger, faster, or smarter animal. That
animal may be able to eat foods its parent species cannot. Maybe it can live in a
different habitat. Hybrid animals also look different from their parents in calor,
shape, and size. Its like mixing ingredients in a recipe where the end product
doesn’t look or taste exactly like any of those original ingredients.

A full-grown Liger

There are several commenly recognized hybrid animals in existence. One is
the liger, which is a combination of a male lion and a female tiger. Ligers
are much bigger than either parent. The largest
one in the world weighs 1,000 pounds. They
have light coats with faint stripes and look more
like lions than tigers, though they love to swim
just as tigers do. This is an example of a hybrid
animal that would never be found in the wild
because lions and tigers don’t inhabit the same
| regions naturally.

A tigon, in contrast, is a hybrid produced by
the mating of a male tiger and a female lion.
They are smaller than ligers and both of their
parents. Roaring and socializing are the lion
traits they pick up from their lion mothers. Their

= - physical appearance, however, is more from
A 3-month-old Tigon cub their tiger fathers.

b

®

Meaning of Words & Phrases Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. What does sterile mean in the sentence “Most hybrid animals are sterile” in the first
paragraph of the text? arsi_J

free from bacteria

thoroughly clean

in danger of becoming extinct
unable to produce children or young

What connotation does the phrase “ethical concerns” have in the sentence “Often
conservation or preservation are the main goals, but this practice raises ethical
concerns?”

It suggests a negative side to producing hybrid animals.

It suggests a positive side to producing hybrid animals.

It suggests an exciting aspect to producing hybrid animals.

It suggests a money-making aspect to producing hybrid animals.

Explain how comparing hybrid animals to a recipe in the second paragraph is an

effective analogy. qileE= ] ]

Meaning of Words & Phrases Name:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A: What tone is created by the author’s word choice in the final paragraph of the text?

(G2 ]

While these examples of hybrid animals may seem fascinating, hybrid animals
released into the wild can cause displacement of and competition with purebred
species. This can have a negative effect on ecosystems. It’s important to have
regulations in place so that the hybridization of animals doesnt get out of hand.

. @ humorous tone

. a cautionary tone
. a curious tone

. a supportive tone

Part B: Which TWO examples of words/phrases support the answer to Part A?

. fascinating

. negative effect

. ecosystems

. competition with purebred species

5. How does the use of the idiom “get out of hand” in the final paragraph impact the tone

of the text? & [ ]
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CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

||60|_ Meaning of Words & Phrase Name:

Is Reiki Right For You?

Do you sometimes feel unbalanced? Are
stress and anxiety parts of your everyday life?
Do you need to relax? If you answered yes to
any of these questions or have an existing
health condition that needs additional help,
you may want to try Reiki.

Reiki is a technique that is administered
by laying on of hands. It was developed by
Mikao Usui in the early 20t century after he
recovered from a near-death experience with
cholera in 1888. While he was ill, he claimed to
have received visions and teachings from a
higher power that moved him to change his
life. He became interested in the healing

methods with everyone in order tc benefit
mankind. Usui studied as a Shingon Buddhist.
This angered his disapproving family who
ultimately disowned him and wouldn’t even
speak his name.

Mikao Usui (1865-1926)
Founder of Reiki

After a short retreat to contemplate all the learning he had done and the
information he had acquired, Mikac Usui developed a method for bringing the
Buddhist practices he’d studied to the people. It was then that he created Reiki.
The term Reiki comes from the Japanese words rei, meaning “universal,” and ki,
which means "life force energy.” Practitioners of Reiki believe an unseen life
force energy flows through every living thing and is what causes us to be alive.
When we feel sick or stressed, our life force energy is low. When we are happy
and healthy, our life force energy is high. Reiki seeks to balance this energy so
we can feel our best.

Reiki is considered a holistic healing method because it addresses the
whole person in order to promote balance. This includes their physical,
emotional, mental, and spiritual well-being. Practitioners act as a channel
between their clients and the source of the universal life force energy.
Treatments usually involve an hour-long session where the client lies fully
clothed on a massage table. The Reiki practitioner gently places their hands,
palms down, on or just above the client’s body in certain energy locations. A
series of 12 to 15 hand positions are used during a session. The length of time
the practitioner leaves their hands in each position is determined by the flow of
energy through their hands at each location. The basic premise of Reiki healing

| Meaning of Words & Phrases Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. What does the word practitioners mean in the sentence “Practitioners of Reiki believe an
unseen life force energy flows through every living thing and is what causes us to be

alive?" (=1 ]

people who are just learning a skill

people who blindly follow a trend

people who are actively engaged in a profession
people who believe only in scientific practices

What is the tone created in the first paragraph through the use of multiple questions
and a call to action?

It produces a serious tone.

It creates an advertisement-like feel.
It causes anger.

It establishes authority.

3. Explain the use of the simile in the sentence "The basic premise of Reiki is that energy
flows from the universal source, through the practitioner’s hands, and into the client fike

an electrical current.” Why is it effective? @D

Meaning of Words & Phrases Name:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A: What does subjective mean in the sentence “Reiki is a subjective experience, and

you get out of it what you put into it"? al & 1]

a. Reiki affects everyone who receives it the same way.

b. Many different subjects are involved in using Reiki.

C. The effects of Reiki are influenced by personal feelings and opinions.
d. The effects of Reiki are based upon scientific experiments.

Part B: Which context clue from the text below best supports the answer to Part A?

. “Reiki is a non-invasive treatment.”

. "It has very few side effects..”

. “..you get out of it what you put into it.”
"There is limited scientific evidence...”

5. What does the idiom “as right as rain” in the final paragraph mean in this text? How does
it contribute to the tone of the passage? al & 1]
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UPGRADE THEIR SKILLS!

The THEME AND CENTRAL IDEA Unit
Contains:

* 12 Printable Lexile Leveled Reading
Comprehension Passages

Anchor Charts

Rigorous comprehension questions for
edch passage

Assessment Passages and Question

Prepares students to determine a theme
or centradl idea of a text
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