NONFICTION TTH & 8TH GRADE - RI. 7.6/8

i |d o 5
Joning COU Y .- "pisease
c ﬁbroi':'ay be able t0

as cystic
studied. They

human cloning:

their struggles @™ =
an cloning !

Hum #+, Coup

1 of Earth

pate:

Yken j;
In thig text? Is o

"50L Author’s POV & Purpose Name:

Out There and Among Us

That waitress who seems a little
clumsy as she brings food to your table.
That mail carrier who always makes your
dog go feral. That teacher who looks out
over the class as if judging specimens. Your
best friend who has been acting weird lately.
Are these just the quirks of everyday
humans?
Or . .. are they signs that those
humans aren’t humans at all? Is it possible '
they are something other? Something alien? The Milky Way Galaxy
The existence of extraterrestrials has delighted sci-fi fans for ages.
Whether humans are battling aliens in movies such as Alien and Independence
Day or making friends with them as in E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, Hollywood
has made believers of many of us. Believing that aliens are real is more
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12 NONFICTION PASSAGES

|°60L Author’s POV & Purpose Name

For the Birds

Many people enjoy attracting birds to

Learn i lor! Vi
earn in color! Visual
cues reinforce text
I X see our feathered friends and hear their soj
many activities, inviting birds into your yar]
- disadvantages Author’s POV
evl en‘ e. Putting out feeders to attract birds br|

your yard. This boosts biodiversity. Birds a
They help with pollination, insect control, &
actions are important in maintaining a hea
Take a drive through some

residential areas. You'll most likely see
the typical suburban landscape outside
A well-manicured blanket of green lawn
stretches from yard to yard. Fresh
Adults and children both benefit fmm“ lawnmower tracks run in parallel lines.

Birds also serve the function of a naty
massive appetite for insects. When they vi
populations in check. Warblers, swallows, |
at this skill. Their presence relieves the nej

Teachers can quickly
check student work.

Variety of structures to
spark comprehension
AND curiosity.

Dive into interesting and
engaging informational
fexts.

LT /MMM Author's POV & Purpose Name

Most Dangerous Mon:

Vampires and werewolves are
some of the most popular monsters
in books, movies, and TV shows.
They each have their unique
characteristics and abilities. They
are also often pitted against one
another in the storylines that unfold,
but clearly, vampires are more
dangerous.

The first reason vampires are
to be feared more than werewolves
is their immortality. While
werewolves usually have extended
lifespans, they do age and
eventually die. Vampires, on the
other hand, have the potential to
live for an eternity. Living forever
allows vampires to learn all there is
to know. This makes them an opponent no one wants
Vampires also have the ability to control minds.
human behavior. Compelling humans to do their biddi
advantage in many situations. They can use this powe
army for themselves if need be. Vampires could also ¢
those they control.
Moving quietly makes vampires more dangerous
ability to sneak up on their victims far exceeds the th
i Lo P, aicacacc i

Author’s POV & Purpose Name

The Benefits of Pet Ownership

Playing fetch with an energetic dog. Cuddling a fuzzy kitten in your lap.
Basking in the warm sunshine with a lizard. If you've done any of these, you
probably understand the benefits of having a pet. If you haven't, you're
missing out. According to Dr. June McNicholas, a psychologist from the

University of Warwick who studies
children aged seven and eight say
include pets.

Sharing life with a pet has mi
Association poll showed that 86%
pets have a mostly positive impact
reported that owning a pet reduce
unconditional love, and offered col
judge, and reduce feelings of lone
to be a part of their families and s
challenging times.

It has also been shown that ¢
feelings about them have higher s
relationship with a beloved pet car
with others and building proper so
because a pet won't do what a chi
who care for pets are often found
more respectful and empathetic, a
all add up to creating a decent hur

Physical health is also improv
example, require daily walks and ¢
engage in daily walks and exercise
lasting, positive effects on a prenrag
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Your Reading Freedom

Banning books is certainly not a
new phenomenon. It is a form of
censorship where books are removed
from public access by private
individuals, government officials, or
organizations. The fact that book
banning is still happening today,
however, is extremely concerning. We
like to believe we've evolved as a
people, but when the decisions ofa
select few infringe on the freedoms of
the many, its clear evidence that we
have more work to do.
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The biggest problem with banning books is the suffocation of free
expression. When we say the public cannot consume a body of work, what we
are really doing is putting a hand over the mouths of authors. We are
silencing them, telling them their ideas are unacceptable, and stripping away
their right to share work on whatever topics they choose. We are squashing
authors’ abilities to communicate with readers on the very topics that may

need exploring the most.

Keeping ideas and div Liewpoints out of the public eye by banning

ing tolerance, from acc
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sion of our minds. It keeps us from
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QUESTIONS

Skill-focused, scaffolded
questions

Multiple choice and short
answer

Preps students for state
testing

Rigorous and research-
based approach to
questioning

uthur's POV & Purpose Name:

Soup Spell

A sprinkle of this, a dash of that, stir it
all up in a big, black vat. No, we're not
talking spellcasting over a bubbling cauldron
like a witch. We're talking about soup,
people. Soup.

What is better than a steaming bowl! of
your favorite soup on a chilly day? Nothing
inside out more
asty ingredients.

care of you, often

‘| Author’s POV & Purpose Name: ______—————

Jr daily quota for
rving. Carrots,
sh, and an

Date:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. otentially grown by your own hands in your own

Part A: Which quote from the text shows a conflicting view

“Soup also keeps you hydrated with its lig
b "Substrtut\ons are easily made and som
reC\pe
c. “.leftover soup tastes even better beci
and intensify.”
. “Some people feel soup doesn’t satisfy

pPart B: How does the author defend against the

a. “Soup knows how to take care of you, &
for vegetables in a single serving.” .

b. “Adding a side salad or some fresh, crS

c. “... considering how much time you ha!
to make.”

d. ™... recipes do exist for cold soup, t00.”

5. What techniques does the author use to mas
techniques effective, in your opinion?

dvegie a Oosmve IMAAL B SOUp-
mmﬁmm‘ onefits of Soup , gkl

of the nutrients your body needs. Add in lean
s, and you're consuming a superfood every time your
and pours it down your piehole . . . or souphole, as it

point?

‘| Author’s POV & Purpose Name: . Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. What is the author’s point of view about soup?

a. People should only eat soup as an appetizer.
b. Soup is the best superfood.

c. Soup should only be served hot.

d. People should definitely make soup to enjoy.

. What is the author’s main purpose in writing this passage?

a. to persuade people to eat soup

b. to inform people about how easy it is to make soup
c. to provide recipes for various soups

d. to offer advice about consuming soup

3. What evidence can you locate in the text to support the idea that thea"‘"——’*‘lr:

attempting to entertain the reader?

EVidente n the eyt that the author is atiemphng o enfertain

the veader includes the plavful lamuage aind humor tiwoughout

the pacedge - The autov uses shvases (ive "a bia , black vat,"
*couptole * and the mentton of o witth's maglc in soup, These
Cxedfive and whimacal 9xprescions Aim o ennaae dnd aMuse
the reader , adding an entértdning e to e topic of Sup.
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ASSESSMENTS

Same format as practice

Two tests with different
Lexile levels

+ Color-coding

Follows best practices for
standardized assessments
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Author’s POV & Purpose Name:

Date:
in the

question:

or highlight the text

What is the author’s point of view about human cloning? Ol =

Human cloning is a way to save many lives

There are both benefits and concerns with human cloning.

a
b. Human cloning raises ethical and moral issues.

c

d explore human cloning further.

There are many reason

a
b.
=5
d.

to suggest
to enteg
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What is the author’s purpose for writing this passage?
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WHY IT WORKS

+ Certified Lexile measures

High - interest texts to motivate
readers

« Cross - curricular topics

« Scaffold approach will help
your students meet grade level

expectations.

« Classroom tested! Trusted by
over 1,000 teachers... and
countingl.. To help students
grow their reading skills
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| Author’s POV & Purpose Name:
Answer the following questions. Underline or high|
color indicated.

1. What is the author’s point of view about soup?

a. People should only eat soup as an appetizer.
b. Soup is the best superfood.

c. Soup should only be served hot.
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ALIGNS TO SCIENCE OF READING

Research shows that wide reading has the > | Our passages provide that essential variety
biggest impact on student reading progress. of fiction structures and topics.

Students need scaffolded Our texts help students grow full-
instruction to access steam ahead. With certified Lexile
grade level texts. Without levels in the Common Core text

it, students are not \2 complexity band, students will 1007%

exposure fo linguistic and engage with appropriate text and

textural features, putting sentence structures, vocabulary,

them further behind. and more. Plus, every passage
provides teachers with opportunities

- to scaffold instruction.
Fun fact! From 2nd grade on, ! e

o
& fext
°Mmon . °xt at the p, at man,
. T S, gy o L F g g
Y Is i ' ban,

students make greater reading gains Lead the way! Our texts are [:=immrmz i
when taught from texts that are as leveled to master grade-levell: -
much as two grade levels above o _Jj expectations and set students

their “instructional” reading level. up for success.




TAKE A PEEK

Point of
View

" Author’s Point of View and Purpose

Readers determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and
analyze how the author responds to conflicting viewpoints.

(how the author feels about a topic
Does the author appear to side with
something or someone?

*  What tone does the text have?

\: What does the author emphasize?

\

J/

4 why the author is writing the text )

Persuade

Inform

Entertain

The author
wants the
reader to do,
believe, or buy
something.

The author
wants to give
the reader
information

about a topic.

The author
wants the
reader to enjoy
the text.

—/

* facts
*  statistics
\

-

quotes

the main points used for support

expert opinions )

points of view that are the
opposite of the author’s view

-

To determine an author’s point of view or purpose and analyze that author’s

response to conflicting viewpoints:

author’s purpose.

Ask:

*  What points does the author use to support their claims?

*  How does the author distinguish their position from that of others?

*  How does the author respond to conflicting viewpoints?
Summarize your thoughts about the author’s point of view, their response to
conflicting viewpoints, and your own beliefs after having read the text.

Note how the author’s claims are supported and identify opposing positions.

Carefully read the text and identify the central idea, the author’s peint of view, and the

| Author’s Point of View and Purpose

Let’s Try! Read the passage “The Patriot Cause” below, then answer the
questions on the graphic organizer.

If you were a colonist during the American Revolution, you would have
fallen into one of three groups. You could have been a Patriot who believed
the colonies needed to be independent from Great Britain and form their own
country. You could have been a Loyalist who wanted to remain loyal to Great
Britain. Finally, you could have been neutral, not picking either of these
opposing sides.

Being a Patriot was the wiser choice. Everyane in the colonies should
have been united in fighting for the right to govern themselves. Ideals such
as liberty and justice needed to be upheld by all. The Patriot cause was one
that intended to shape the future, and all colonists should have been fully
invested in that important goal.

Patriots were concerned with showing Great Britain that it could not
bully the colonists into following its policies and paying its taxes. Particularly
troubling was the fact that Britain didn’t allow the colonists to have much say
in how they were governed and what laws they followed. Basic rights were
not being honored by Great Britain, and to join the Patriot movement was to
take much-needed action against this unfairness.

Rising up against a suffocating monarchy that existed thousands of
miles across the Atlantic Ocean was the honorable path to take. Patriots
sought only to protect the rights of individuals and set up a system of
government that attended to the specific needs of the colonies. This was
something Britain couldn't effectively implement fram across the sea.

If everyone had joined the Patriots, there would have been a better
sense of unity from the start of the American Revolution. People with varied
heritages put aside differences to fight together for freedom, and more
Patriots would have made this energy stronger. Everyone would have been
fighting for a future country built on the ideals of freedom, democracy, and
justice. With more support an the Patriot side, victory in the American
Revolution would have come sooner, and lives lost in battle could have been
spared.

Those who remained Loyalists believed they were right to do so on the
basis that Britain supplied stability, protection, and order in the colonies.
They found British rule to be the more favorable option. While these features
were wonderful to have, they shouldn’t have come at the price of tyranny.
Loyalists were loyal out of fear of the unknown and of going up against the
strongest military in the world at that time. Patriots, on the other hand, were
brave enough to take steps toward liberty no matter the cost.

Author’s Point of View and Purpose

Fill in the graphic organizer to determine an author’s point of view or purpose
in a text and analyze how the author responds to conflicting viewpoints.

Author’s Purpose

Avuthor’s Point of View

Central Idea

(" Conflicting ™\ Author's Respons( _ Text )

Viewpoint Evidence

to Conflicting
Viewpoint

AN '\

Reader’s Thoughts About the Topic
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AND ANOTHER PEEK

Author's POV & Purpose Name:

980L

Most Dangerous Monster

Vampires and werewolves are
some of the most popular monsters
in books, movies, and TV shows.
They each have their unique
characteristics and abilities. They
are also often pitted against one
another in the storylines that unfold,
but clearly, vampires are more
dangerous.

The first reason vampires are
to be feared more than werewolves
Is their immortality. While
werewolves usually have extended
lifespans, they do age and
eventually die. Vampires, on the
other hand, have the potential to
live for an eternity. Living forever
allows vampires to learn all there is
to know. This makes them an opponent no one wants to go up against.

Vampires also have the ability to control minds. They can manipulate
human behavior. Compelling humans to do their bidding gives them an
advantage in many situations. They can use this power to create a disposable
army for themselves if need be. Vampires could also cause great chaos among
those they control.

Moving quietly makes vampires more dangerous creatures, too. Their
ability to sneak up on their victims far exceeds the thrashing around, and
growling werewolves do upen attack. Vampires are difficult to detect. This
allows them to carry out their business without being noticed. This level of
stealth, coupled with their incredible strength and speed, makes them the
perfect predator.

The fact that a vampire’s diet consists solely of human blood ups their
danger factor, too. Their cravings make them liable to hunt a human down at
any moment to drink their fill. A werewolf’s diet, on the other hand, is not so
perilous for the human population. They have other menu options that could
lead them away from human targets.

Vampires are also immune to many weapons. They are able to remain
unaffected by bullets, blades, and other devices that could easily end a

e

Author’'s POV & Purpose Name:

Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. What is the author’s point of view about the topic of this passage? ([ & ]|

a. Werewolves are the most dangerous monsters.

b. Vampires and werewolves are evenly matched opponents.
c. Vampires are the most dangerous monsters.

d. Werewolves have better abilities than vampires.

2.  What is the author's purpose for writing this text?

a. to persuade readers into believing vampires are better than werewolves
b. to persuade readers into believing werewolves are better than vampires
c. toinform readers about the features of vampires and werewolves

d. .to entertain readers with stories including vampires and werewalves

What evidence does the author supply to support the point of view taken in this
passage? How does that evidence affect the reader? ==

‘| Author’s POV & Purpose Name:

Date:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A: What conflicting viewpaints does the author present in this text? (][] G=> ][]

a. Vampires have the ability to go undetected.

b. Werewolves are strong, fast, agile, and hard to kill.

¢. Werewolves have a particular diet that makes them predators.
d. Vampires can control the minds of humans.

Part B: Which quote from the text shows how the author deals with the conflicting viewpoint
from Part A?

. Werewolves are “"more human than vampires.”

. Vampires are “immune to many weapons.”

. Werewolves “age and eventually die.”

. Vampires “carry out their business without being noticed.”

5. Do you agree or disagree with the author’s point of view on this topic? Give at least one
reason related to the text to support why you feel the way you do? all &= ]
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CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

HOL Author’s POV & Purpose Name:

The Electric Car Option

In an attempt to combat
climate change and concerns over
non-renewable energy sources, the
public’s attention has been turned to
electric cars. There are both benefits
and drawbacks to this technology,
however. The decision to jump into
an electric car must be weighed
carefully.

Electric cars do, indeed, have
many advantages, the most
noteworthy being their .
environmental friendliness. With . PN
zero production of tailpipe emissicns, because they have no exhaust, these
cars don't release harmful pollutants or greenhouse gases like gasoline-
powered vehicles. This significantly reduces air pollution and helps tc battle
climate change.

Our wallets get a break with electric cars as well. They are cheaper to
operate because electricity is less expensive than gasoline. Money is saved on
the maintenance of electric cars also. They have fewer moving parts that can
break over time. Additionally, electric cars use regenerative braking to slow
down. This means their mechanical brakes are used less frequently, leading to
a much slower rate of wearing doewn.

A reduction in noise pollution is another benefit of electric cars. They are
much quieter than gas-powered vehicles, creating a less noisy, more peaceful
environment, particularly in urban areas that see large amounts of traffic cn a
regular basis. The driving experience overall is improved, too. The instant
torque in electric cars provides smooth, peppy, and rapid acceleration without
the struggles gas-powered cars often endure.

In an attempt to get more people to switch to an electric vehicle, many
governments offer monetary perks to owning them. Financial incentives, tax
credits, and rebates lessen the costs of electric cars. This makes them more
attractive to consumers. These benefits directly affect the upfront costs of
purchasing an electric car.

This all sounds wonderful, but electric cars have their disadvantages as
well. One of the biggest concerns is range. On average, electric cars now in
production can go between 100 and 300 miles on a single charge. For
travelers who do large amounts of driving over long distances,

| Author's POV & Purpose Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the
color indicated.

\ i i i ?
1. What point of view does the author have about electric cars? i3
Electric cars will never replace gas-powered vehicles.

Electric cars are far too expensive for average drivers.

Electric cars show promise, but they are not perfect yet.

Electric cars are an environmentally-friendly driving option.

2. What purpose does this article serve? (& ]
It attempts to persuade readers to buy electric cars.

It attempts to entertain readers with electric car travel stories.

It attempts to inform readers about the pros and cons of electric cars.

It attempts to suggest which electric cars are the best deal for drivers.

3. What reasons does the author give to support a future with electric cars? How might

. 5
these reasons affect a reader? W] .

| Author's POV & Purpose Name: Date:

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A: What downsides to electric cars does the author discuss in this text? Choose all that
apply.

. Limited charge affects driving range.

. There is no demand for electric cars right now.
. No charging infrastructure at this time.

. Fewer body styles and features to choose from.

Part B: Because of the downsides in Part A, what advice does the author give readers?

a. Weigh the pros and cons carefully before purchasing an electric car.
b. Wait to buy an electric car until more charging stations are built.

c. Drive only short distances with an electric car to save the charge.
d. Settle for limited body styles and features in electric cars.

5. Do you believe the author is more in favor of electric cars or more against them? What
text evidence supports your belief? ai]] &= ]
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