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o “Go to our Sugarville Candy Factory website,” Alfred said. “We have a page there"

that explains it."

With a few clicks, Bobby was on their website.
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Chocolate starts as cacao beans, which are harvesfed L
from pods on the cacao tree. The pods are ripe and ready for
picking when they furn a bright yellow-orange color. The beans are
then farmenfed under banana leaves for 2-9 days to develop their 5

flavor. After fermentation, they are dredunder the sun for 7-MH du\,r d
on wooden boards or bamboo mats. Raking and turning them over continually
ensures the beans dry consistently. Once dried, the beans are rogsfed ot low
temperatures fo bring out their rich aroma and flaver.

With a few clicks, Bobby was on their website.

The Magic of Turning Beans into a Sweet
Chocolate Treat

Chocolate storts as cacoo beans, which are harvested
from pods on the cacos tree. The pods are ripe and ready for
picking when they turn a bright yellow-orange color. The beans are
then fermented under banana leaves for 2-9 days fo develop their
flavor After fermentation, they ore driedunder the sun for 7-H days ;
on wooden boards or bamboo mats Raking and turning them over continually fermenﬁng
ensures the beans dry consistently Once dried, the beons are rogsfed ot low

temperatures to bring cut their rich aroma and flavor.

21

Next, the roasted beans are cracked open in a process called winnowing,
revealing the nibs inside. These nibe are ground'into a thick paste called cocoa
liquor. Under high pressure, the paste con become cocoa powder and cocoa
butter. Depending on the desired type of chocolate being produced, additional

Ingredients such as sugar, mik powder, and flavorings may be added to the cocoa
liquor.

The mixture is then refined through conching, which involves heating and
stirring to develop a emooth texture and enhance the flaver. After conching, the

chocolate (s fempered to ensure proper crystallization of the cocoa butter, which
gives chacolate its characteristic shine and &nap.

drying

Mext, the roasted beons are crocked open in a process called winnowing,
:‘! 1 revegling the nibs inside. These nibs ore groundinto o thick pasts called cocoa roasting

Finally, the tempered chocolate is molded info bars, or used in various

confections like truffles or bonbons. The finished chocolate is then cooled and
packaged for distribution.

cooling ||

From bean to bar, the process of making chocolate is a magical journey
that requires precision, skil b £
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